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Whitfield School is an independent, 
coeducational, college-preparatory 

day school for grades 6–12. Whitfield 
seeks to maintain a student body 
diverse in geographic, economic, 
racial and religious backgrounds. 

It does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, religion or color in 

administering its academic policies, 
admissions policies, athletic policies, 

financial aid program or other  
school activities.

Advancing Whitfield’s Mission

Whitfield’s administration has been 
reimagined this year, with the 

implementation of an advancement model.  Emily 
Hoyne Klimek was named Director of Institutional 
Advancement to provide structure and oversight 
for this new model.  Most recently Chief 
Development Officer at Girl Scouts of Eastern 
Missouri, Emily brings to Whitfield wide-spread 
experience in fundraising, communications and 
alumni relations.  She holds a BA from Colgate 
University and an MA from Washington University 
in St. Louis.

The advancement team includes Emily Chrysler, director of admission, 
Kelly Edwards, director of development and Becky Marsh, director of 
communications and marketing.  As a collection, this group communicates 
most significantly with Whitfield's external community through publications, 
events, marketing and communication pieces.  Under the leadership of 
Mrs. Klimek, these departments will strategically align their messaging and 
outreach to ensure that Whitfield is reaching the community with a single 
and impactful voice.  Additionally, many programs will be strengthened, 
including the alumni program, to more deeply engage past, present, and 
future members of the Whitfield family.  
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Dear Whitfield families, friends and alumni,

Thank you for your commitment and partnership as enter another school year!

While the start of every school year brings its own unique sense of anticipation, this year 
feels even more so in terms of the excitement and energy in the building.

We opened our doors with an enrollment of 445 students—the highest in 10 years—
representing 150+ schools, 60+ ZIP codes, and eight home countries. Our admissions 
funnel, based on inquiries and applications has grown over the past five years by almost 
20%, reflecting an increase in awareness of Whitfield in the St. Louis region at large, and specifically 
the growth of the school’s reputation in the St. Louis independent school market, one of the most 
competitive in the nation.

In addition to welcoming a new group of students and families to the Whitfield community, we also 
welcomed several new faculty and staff who, as a group, represent a wealth of proven talent and 
experience. These enthusiastic professionals quickly immersed themselves in our dynamic teaching 
and learning environment.

We have also seen continued growth in our international student program (see A Global Perspective 
page 11). This year we enrolled 27 students from seven different countries who enrich our already 
diverse community and collaborative curriculum.

The progress we’ve made as a school these last few years have been the intentional outgrowth of our 
current Strategic Plan.  And, we continue this work as we aspire to be a stronger, healthier and more 
effective school.  To achieve such a vision, guided by our Strategic Plan, two years ago we launched 
Achieving the Vision: The Campaign for Whitfield.  

During our silent phase, with tremendous support from parents, alumni and alumni parents, we 
surpassed our Phase I and Phase II goals.  To-date we’ve raised $9.25M. Our Phase III goal is to reach 
$10M by the summer in addition to maintaining $1.1M raised through our Annual Fund to support the 
school’s operation. Visit www.whitfieldschool.org/achievingthevision for campaign details.

We launched the public phase of the campaign on October 10 and call on all members of the Whitfield 
family—including you—to join us and support our outstanding faculty, our commitment to affordable 
education, and our fiscal sustainability.   In the coming months, you will learn more about this historic 
moment in the life of our school.

I am excited to share with you the many corners of Whitfield School, shown through myriad lenses 
captured in this edition of Insights.  Our school, and the students who fill it, continue to flourish 
as they follow in the footsteps of our alumni—shared in News & Notes (pages 26-31)—and because 
of the enormous support of our community. Only with your support—as a patron, a volunteer, an 
ambassador—can we successfully advance our mission and cultivate ethical, confident, successful 
students in a community of innovation, collaboration and trust.  Thank you.  

Warmest regards,

John Delautre 
Head of School

I nI n the words of
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ON THE COVER:  Digital Photo by Madison Walsh '17 was part of the The Sheldon Art Galleries: This I Believe: Work by Whitfield School Art 
Students exhibit. For more on the show, see page 10.

C reativity.  Critical thinking.  Empathy.  Problem-
solving.  The need to foster these qualities in 
young people is indisputable: mastery of such 

skills leads to success as a student, as a professional, 
as an engaged community member.  At Whitfield, we 
weave opportunities to cultivate these 
qualities throughout all academic 
disciplines—including our outstanding 
fine arts department.

In his recent NAIS magazine article 
“Beyond Utility,” (Winter 2017), 
Christopher Schmidt cites numerous 
studies that conclude students who 
cultivate their artistic talents are 
psychologically healthier and better 
able to cope with strenuous academic 
requirements than those who have no 
such opportunities.  Coursework in the 
arts helps students to think outside the 
box and to bring unique perspectives  
to bear on complex problems. 

Whitfield’s fine arts department encompasses both 
the visual and performing arts. Students have the 
opportunity to experience a wide range of courses 
including ceramics, painting, drawing, graphic design, 
photography, instrumental and vocal music and theater. 
Curricular goals span across artistic disciplines to 
benefit all students as they develop as artists, visual 
communicators and creative thinkers.

“There are two main components to Whitfield’s  
visual arts curriculum: creative problem-solving— 
which is teaching kids to think differently—and using 
art as a visual language,” said Cara Foster, fine arts 
department chair. “Projects are designed so that 

students not only hone their 
technical skills, but  
learn to communicate visually.”

The visual arts courses in grades 
six through nine focus on aspects 
of art and the creative processes 
relevant to intellectual growth and 
development in all individuals. 
Recognizing the critical 
importance of approaching a 
challenge from an unexpected 
perspective, or using a medium 
other than pen and paper,  
or tablet, to solve a problem,  

art classes are required of all middle school students. 

“Our middle school students have exposure to each  
of the fine arts disciplines,” said Cara Foster.  “Many  
of the students identify with one of the disciplines as 
being their favorite and already consider themselves  
a musician, visual artist or a performer.  We want to give 
them the opportunity to explore that interest yearlong 
while still encouraging development in the other  
artistic disciplines.” 

“ There are two main 

components to Whitfield’s visual 

arts curriculum: creative problem-

solving—which is teaching kids to 

think differently—and using art  

as a visual language.”                         

                                         – Cara Foster

Pursuit of the  

 Arts:
Cultivates Creativity, 

Communication,   
p  Confidence



InIn Spired

Describe your job at Lockheed Martin.

Basically, I study the engineers who work on my team 
and try to optimize their performance. Our team goal is 
to make sure the most amount of aircraft are capable at 
all times. I do a lot of guided user interface design with 
web pages and dashboards using both my engineering 
knowledge and creative abilities. I work to educate 
team members on the influence of design and visual 
communication on data and decision making and 
engineering analysis. 

I also look at engineering problems or engineering 
design issues in terms of the human use and the 
psychology behind it. For example, I work on improving 
cockpit design to maximize the pilot’s cognitive 
workload by incorporating effective placement and use 
of buttons, screens and other controls. We look at depth 
perception and the physical and visual capabilities of the 
human eye as it relates to a helmet.

How do you use what you learned in the visual arts  
in your job?

When I was in college, I reached out to Cara Foster,  
my former teacher, and asked her to send me a copy of 
the brainstorming guidelines, called Synectic Trigger 
mechanisms, that we used in class to trigger new 

solutions and evolutions of an idea. I used that tool 
during college and now with the team I am leading 
at Lockheed Martin. Working with fellow engineers, 
many of whom have been with the company 25+years, 
I needed a way to stimulate more creative thinking with 
our design work on data analytics. I use a lot of the things 
now with my team that I learned in Whitfield photo class 
in terms of how we review each other’s designs and give 
good, constructive feedback. 

Describe your experience in Whitfield’s fine arts program.

I would not be as well-rounded as a person without my 
experience in Whitfield’s visual and performing arts 
classes and activities. I took photography and had the 
opportunity to be a thespian and participate in theater 
productions. Through those experiences I gained new 
perspectives and developed a willingness about being 
open to studying new things. If I hadn’t been at Whitfield, 
I would not have developed that open-minded attitude 
which has been so beneficial to me.

Companies want people who are innovators—people  
who know how to face a problem, brainstorm solutions, 
think creatively and problem solve effectively. Whitfield 
gave me the perfect environment to foster these skills 
which are valuable to me, my team and my company.
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In grades 10 through 12, students may take upper level 
studio electives, like advanced photography, studio 
painting and studio ceramics. These courses provide 
students in-depth exploration.

“It’s impressive how many students continue to take a 
fine arts class in high school in addition to their required 
classes,” said Foster. “Whitfield students see that the arts 
are approachable and respected in our curriculum and 
as a result, they are committed.”

Sophia Chrysler ’18, a senior taking studio ceramics, 
discovered her talent as a ceramist sophomore year.  
“I know that my high school ceramics classes have 
helped me develop into more of a creative thinker and 
problem solver,” said Chrysler. “The skills that I learn in 
the studio translate into my other classes, like computer 
science and math.” 

“ I know that my high school ceramics classes 

have helped me develop into more of a creative 

thinker and problem solver.  The skills that I learn  

in the studio translate into my other classes,  

like computer science and math.”   

                                      –  Sophia Chrysler ’18

Like studio art classes, Whitfield’s performing arts 
curriculum is designed to develop more than just 
musical or theatrical proficiency.  The performing arts 
allow students an opportunity to develop language 
and communication skills while promoting positive 
self-concept, social awareness, risk-taking and 
empathy.  Onstage and behind the scenes students are 
encouraged to develop their talents while exploring and 
fostering their innate creativity.

“I have learned so much about myself through theater,” 
said Luther Taylor ’19. “When I took Fine Arts 9 as a 
freshman, I knew right away that I really liked acting. 
I discovered that I have a voice inside of me to sing 

that I didn’t know was there. In theater classes and in 
performances, I’ve learned to make more effective 
presentations and to present myself with greater 
confidence. And I use those skills in my other  
academic classes.”

Taylor credits his theater experience with helping  
him mature as a student and as a leader. “There are  
times when it is really challenging to keep everything 
balanced between homework, production rehearsals  
and basketball practice. But the hard work is totally  
worth it because the feeling of accomplishment is 
amazing. I’m more confident and I want to continue  
to grow as a positive leader in our community.”

ALUMNA PERSPECTIVE     CAROLINE BAER '12

Caroline is a systems engineer specializing in maintainability and human factors 
with the Skunk Works Group at Lockheed Martin Aeronautics. She graduated  
from Purdue University with a B.S. focused in Industrial & Systems Engineering  
and a minor in Psychology.
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Shakespeare in Schmitter

W
hitfield’s high school fall play, “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream,” was performed October 26-29, 2016. Based on 
the well-known comedy written by William Shakespeare, 
Whitfield’s fun and fast-paced production featured modern 

music and costumes. The show was staged in Schmitter Gallery and the s 
et design took advantage of the different levels of the space including  
the staircase and balcony.

Join us for our 2017 Fall Play, Is He Dead? on October 25-29 
(Thursday through Saturday: 7:00 PM, Sunday: 2:00 PM).

From Feud to Friends

T he middle school fall play “A Tale From 
The North Woods” ran November 15-17, 
2016. The story tells the tale of two groups 

of creatures, the gnomes and the trolls, who are 
enemies as a result of a long-running feud. When 
a gnome girl and a troll girl become friends, 
they decide to try to change the minds of their 
respective groups and prove that gnomes and 
trolls can accept and embrace their differences and live in harmony.

 “The characters’ experiences mirror what can happen in the ‘human’ world 
when people don’t understand each other and come to false conclusions,” 
said faculty member Mary Schnitzler. “This is a very funny and touching story 
about how anyone can make a positive difference if they stand up for what 
they believe is right.” 

The 2017 Middle School Fall Play, Brief Interviews with Internet Cats, 
runs November 29-30, 4:00 PM and 7:00 PM.

Ruqaiyah El-Amin '23

You can't STOP the Beat

W hitfield’s spring theater production, “Hairspray,” 
ran April 27-30, 2017. Set in 1960s Baltimore,  
this dynamic show tells the story of dance-loving 

teen Tracy Turnblad who auditions for a spot on “The 
Corny Collins Show” and wins. She becomes an overnight 
sensation and using her new-found fame, Tracy advocates  
to bring racial integration to the show. According to Director 
of Productions Amy Allen Cano, Whitfield students had 
been asking to do this show for years. “For the kids, this 
show is about teenagers affecting positive change in  
society by bringing people together,” said Allen Cano. 

InIn Spired

Magical Mystery 
Park Tour

T he middle school spring play,  
“J Tree and the Magic Ranger,” was 
performed March 14-16, 2017. The 

play, an original script created by faculty 
member Keith Borzillo, with input from the 
cast, is about the experiences of a family 
who takes a Spring Break trip to Joshua 
Tree National Park. During their visit a park 
ranger, an eccentric character, takes the 
oldest daughter on a magical tour of the park 
traveling back in time to visit both important 
events and random occurrences.  

“There is a quirky sense of humor to this show,” said Borzillo. “It’s about relationships with siblings, friends and family 
with a little history about the park. The scenes are challenging for the actors yet relatable and hopefully educational 
for them and for the audience.”

Graham Mills '21

Agha Haider '21 and Anna Ruvinov '21

Alayah Lipnick '20, Jack Gienke '17, Sara 
Mateos '17, Finn Murphy '19, Emma  
Bradley '19 and Sanjeevani Patankar '19

Josh Paine '18 and Abby Smyth '17

Cast and Crew

Cast and Crew

Kelly Yazdi '18 and Edward Hahn '18

Lucy Warren '18Liam Dean '19

Emma Casado '23
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Musicians Receive Top Honors

W hitfield middle school and high school musicians received top honors at the local, regional 
and state levels.  
Highlights include:

Ava Osthus ’18 and Maddy Parato ’19 were selected to the 2016 All-District Honor Choir.

Jonas Mondschein ‘17 was selected to the 2016 All-State Orchestra for the fourth consecutive year.

Grace Bourne ’19, Medha Murali ’19, Maddy Parato ’19 and Jake Tessler ’19 received I ratings at the 
2016-2017 All-District Solo and Ensemble Festival.

Both the middle school and high school choirs received I ratings at the 2017  Six Flags Music Festival.

Sheldon Art Galleries 
Feature Work by 
Whitfield School Artists

A n exhibit entitled This I Believe: Work by 
Whitfield School Art Students, was presented 
by The Sheldon Art Galleries October 7, 2016 - 

January 21, 2017 in the AT&T Gallery of Children’s Art. 
The exhibition was made possible by Whitfield alumni 
parents Missy and Greg Hill. 

The exhibition featured 28 digital photo collages, 
graphics and ceramic pieces created by 56 Whitfield 
students. The show draws inspiration from the “This 
I Believe” project that began over 50 years ago as part of the Edward R. Murrow radio program. During this project, 
students explored ways to communicate their personal beliefs in drawing through facial expression, composition and 
mark-making, in photography through the use of light, color and imagery, and in ceramics through the use of form, 
texture and glazing. This one, seemingly simple, prompt, "This I Believe," allowed for a personal, intellectual and 
artistic exploration within each discipline. Led by Whitfield fine arts department faculty Cara Foster, Luke Cano and 
Jim Daniels, Whitfield art students explored their personal beliefs using the concept as a launching point to create 
these self-reflective pieces. 

Pictured from top left to right: Jared Greenberg ’17 (Digital Photo), Juliana Crang ’17 (Ceramics), Catalina Cuevas ’17 
(Ceramics), Erin Cizek ’17 (Digital Photo)
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A Global Perspective

W hitfield’s international student program 
is an integral part of the school’s college 
preparatory experience as it enriches our 

diverse and collaborative community.  As we prepare 
our students for success after Whitfield, in addition 
to a focus on academics, we cultivate our students 
to be well-rounded global citizens who are culturally 
competent, curious and respectful.

“We are preparing our graduates to thrive in the global 
reality they will encounter in college and beyond,” said 
Head of School John Delautre. “Welcoming international 
students into our community broadens the perspectives 
and experiences for all students in our classrooms.”

For the 2017-18 academic year, Whitfield has enrolled 27 
international students from seven different countries—
Argentina, Bolivia, China, Colombia, Greece, Jamaica 
and Vietnam. These students make unique and 
significant contributions to the academic and cultural  
life of the school.

“Having international students as a part of the Whitfield 
community is a valuable and enriching experience 
for students and teachers,” said faculty member Matt 
Kingston. “In class discussions, international students 
often provide perspectives that are unique and 
enhance the teaching and 
learning environment.  It 
warms the heart to see 
students welcome kids 
from across the world and 
embrace them as a part of 
the community.”

Comparatively, at Whitfield, 
international students 
have a chance to learn 
about American culture, 
gain fluency in English, 
and understand the 
United States’ educational 
systems in preparation 
for attending American 
colleges and universities.

Sylvia Wang ’18, a native of 
China, has been studying at 
Whitfield for three years. “I really enjoy being a student 
here—Whitfield is such a diverse and open community,” 
said Wang. “There are a lot of opportunities for me to be 
involved in addition to receiving an excellent education. 
I am a cheerleader and work on the yearbook staff.”

Wang appreciates the variety of Whitfield’s curriculum. 
“I never thought I would have the opportunity to explore 

art classes until I came 
to Whitfield,” said Wang. 
“I didn’t know that I had 
artistic ability until I took  
a Whitfield art class and  
Mr. Daniels helped me 
develop my art skills. I 
was able to discover an 
unknown part of myself.”

According to Director of 
Admission Emily Chrysler, 
the admission process for 
international students is 
essentially the same as it  
is for any student. “The 
most notable difference 
is that most often the 

interviews are conducted via Skype,” said Chrysler.

With an increase in international students, Whitfield  
has created faculty and staff assignments to support  
the program.

“Having international students as a part 

of the Whitfield community is a valuable 

and enriching experience for students and 

teachers.  In class discussions, international 

students often provide perspectives that are 

unique and enhance the teaching and learning 

environment.  It warms the heart to see students 

welcome kids from across the world and 

embrace them as a part of the community.”                  — Matt Kingston

I nI n the life of
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Seated: Sheng Zhou '18, Isaac Butler '18, Sylvia Wang '18. 
Standing: Head of School John Delautre,  
Huyen Nguyen '19, International Student Coordinator  
Jessica Butler, Mateo Luna-Barrera '20
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Costa Rica
A group of 21 students 
and three chaperones 
traveled to Costa Rica on a 
week-long trip managed by 
Cross-Cultural Solutions. The 
itinerary combined language 
and cultural immersion with 
service opportunities at an 
elementary school and a 
home for elderly residents. 

Students had been asking  
for the opportunity to go to  
a Spanish-speaking country and be able to practice  
their Spanish. This trip incorporated a community 
service component and allowed them to really improve 
their communication skills.

Andrew Bergantz ’18 made an effort to speak Spanish 
during the entire trip. “I did my best to speak Spanish all 
the time,” said Bergantz. “I think I improved my speaking 
skills a lot, especially my vocabulary. For example, when 
we were building the irrigation system at Manos de 
Jesus, I didn’t know a lot of the words for the tools but 
did by the end of the project.”

While volunteering at Clemente Avendaño Elementary 
School, a school for children in pre-kindergarten to sixth 
grade, Whitfield students helped teachers with English 
language lessons, painted an educational mural in one 
of the classrooms, and worked outside to build a garden 
and create an outdoor mural.

“Being with the kids at the school was definitely  
my favorite part of the trip,” said Carli Besemer ’18. 

“When we were teaching English lessons, I worked  
with one girl who was really struggling to learn the 
phrases. The next day, she took her test and got a 91%. 
She brought her paper over to me and had this huge 
smile—it was really neat.”

At Asociación Manos de Jesus, the home for elderly 
residents who have faced many challenges including 
neglect or abandonment, Whitfield students’ activities 
included preparing and serving food, assisting physical 
therapists, leading craft activities and working in the 
vegetable garden.

“Working at Manos de Jesus was a very emotional 
experience for me,” said Maria Pace ’19. “I worked  
with a man named Miguel a lot of the time and we 
formed a really close bond. I would talk with him for 
hours. I gave him one of my bracelets and he drew  
me a picture. He reminded me so much of my 
grandfather who passed away in 2011. To get that  
same feeling I felt so long ago was impactful. ”

Traveling Abroad Over Break

W hitfield students had the opportunity to practice their language skills, experience new cultures and engage  
in service work during school-sponsored 2017 Spring Break trips to Costa Rica and Canada.

Canada
A group of sixteen students and two faculty 
chaperones traveled to Montreal and Quebec City 
on a five day trip managed by Jumpstreet Tours. 
Faculty member Carine Terras shared that the 
trip exceeded all of her expectations. “The one 
adjective I would use to describe our trip is joyful,” 
said Terras. “I could not have hoped for a better 
group of students. They had fun practicing the 
language and were eager to do so.”

In Montreal, the trip itinerary included exploring 
different areas and sites of the city including 
Old Montreal and the famous Underground 
City, the Chalet de la Montagne and le Sommet 
Place Ville Marie. While in Quebec City, students 
enjoyed seeing famous sites including the 
Plains of Abraham, Montmorency Falls, Musée 
de la Civilisation, Grande Aliée, Quartier Petit 
Champlain and the Château Frontenac.  
They learned about maple syrup 
production at a sugar shack. One  
of the highlights of the entire trip  
was dog sledding in Quebec City.

“My favorite memories from the trip 
were going dog sledding, making 
friends with people I had never really 
talked with and visiting the underground 
mall,” said Mick Santos ’19. “Going on an 
international trip like this gives you the 
opportunity to be immersed in another 
culture and have exposure to people 
who speak a different language.”

Marley Hermann ’19, the student who 
initiated the idea for the trip, believes 
the experience helped improve her 
French-speaking skills. “The Canada trip 
did help me improve my French,” said Marley Hermann ’19. “It gave me 
the opportunity to be in situations I would have not normally experienced 
where I was able to speak more conversational French as opposed to 
textbook French. It was really cool, and sometimes a little overwhelming, 
to be in that environment and speak French with the native speakers.”

Abigail Kurten ’19 chose to go on the trip to see how well she could 
handle being immersed in a culture where she would have to speak a 
language other than English. “I believe going on the trip improved my 
French,” said Kurten. “While I’m still not the greatest at speaking with 
100% accuracy, the experience made me really have to listen for key 
phrases and words which helped me increase my comprehension.”
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Congratulations Class of 2017

W hitfield School awarded diplomas to 65 students during the annual 
commencement ceremony held on Wednesday, May 31, 2017 in the  

school’s Cady Athletic Center. Students received their diplomas from Head  
of School John Delautre and their medallions from Board of Trustees Chair  
Karen Myers. The senior class address was given by Jonathan Elkins, class 
president. The commencement address was given by Kimberly Steward ’99, 
founder and principal, K Period Media.

An impressive 83% of the class received honorary, merit and/or athletic  
college scholarships totaling $2,031,174.

 1)  Director of College Counseling Sara Ringe 
with Lucy Warren ’18 recipient of the Cornell 
University Book Award

 2)  Faculty member Cipriano Casado and Olivia 
Hand ’21, recipient of the Middle School 
French Award

 3)  Faculty member Cara Foster and  
Elena Sherertz ’17, recipient of the  
John Philip Sousa Award

 4)  Head of School John Delautre with Matt 
Schueddig ’20, the Philip B. Cady Scholar 
Award recipient and Flip Cady ’70

 5)  John Delautre and Kim Strege ’17,  
recipient of the Head’s Leadership Award

 6)  Director of Athletics Mike Potsou and Jordan 
Crouch ’17, recipient of the James T. Costello 
Sixth Man Award

 7)  Faculty member Tanya Bergantz and  
Henry Nordlund ’21, recipient of the Lois 
Banis Middle School Math Award

 8)  Faculty member Laura Lotz and Savannah 
Harris ’22, recipient of the Nancy Clukies 
Middle School English Award

 9)  Faculty member Michal Kwiecien and  
Morgan Leake ’17, recipient of the High 
School Social Studies Award

10)  John Delautre with Mark Wheeler ’17, the 
Jane Piper Gleason ’70 St. Louis Scholar 
Award recipient and Bill Piper

11)  Principal Ruth Greathouse and  
Ben McGuiness ’17, recipient of the  
Ruth E. Greathouse Achievement in the  
Arts Award

12)  John Delautre with Payton Rule ’17, the  
Peter Maack Ellis ’71 Senior of the Year 
Award recipient and Fleet Rand ’70

13)  Faculty member Todd Gienke and Anna 
Ruvinov ’21, recipient of the Middle School 
Science Award

14)  Faculty member Mary Kate File, recipient of 
the Lola B. Goodwin Building Community 
Award with members of her family, Rickey 
Goodwin and Ruth Greathouse

15)  Nicki Kohrs, recipient of the  
George A. Newton Outstanding Teacher 
Award, members of Nicki’s family and  
Ginger Newton Jacobi ’73 

16)  Faculty member Keith Borzillo, recipient of 
the Janet Esrock Spirit of Whitfield Award,  
and members of his family

An Honorable Celebration l Whitfield’s annual Award’s Assembly was held  
Tuesday, May 30, 2017. The event is a celebration of achievement in academics, athletics, the arts, leadership, 
community service and school spirit. Congratulations to all the award recipients!
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Jonathan Elkins '17

Payton Rule '17 and Whit, her  
service dog

ELIZABETH WOODS BRADBURY ’63  
OUTSTANDING ALUMNI AWARD

David Ott ’91

MARY LEYHE BURKE AWARD
Ray Van de Riet

LOUIS LAZARUS AWARD
Phil and Elizabeth Levy

Jared Greenberg '17 receives his diploma from John Delautre Kimberly Steward '99

During the 
ceremony, 

awards were 
presented to 

the following 
individuals:

1 2 3 4

7 865 9

10 11 12

14 15 16

13
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Navigating Non–Fiction

T he seventh grade English curriculum is designed 
to give students experience with a variety of 
reading and writing opportunities with both 

fiction and non-fiction sources. Students practice 
important skills such as multiple-draft writing, reading 
comprehension and critical thinking. During the third 
trimester, students completed a unit that focused on 
strengthening their non-fiction reading skills. They  
also wrote an original non-fiction article on a topic  
of their choice.

“Learning how to read non-fiction is a very important 
skill for our middle school students to develop,” said 
faculty member Sara Mata. “This unit helped them 
learn to recognize the different types of text structures 
and features used in non-fiction writing. Being able to 
recognize clues, such as cause and effect or compare 
and contrast text structures, will help students be more 
efficient and purposeful readers.”

After several weeks of reading non-fiction and gaining 
an understanding of text structures and features, 
students were asked to create their own non-fiction 
articles. According to Mata, there were few boundaries 
as to what students could choose so long as the topic 
required research. “Kids want to write and read about 
topics that really matter to them,” said Mata. “When they 
are given that opportunity, they are a lot more engaged 
in the assignment.”

Max Hagemeister ’22 appreciated the freedom to select 
his topic. “I really enjoyed this project because I was able 
to pick my own topic. It was one that I was interested in 
and wanted to learn more about through my research.”

Once their research was completed, students decided 
which text structure to use to present their topic. Next 
they created a layout plan of what their article would 
look like if it was published in a magazine or newspaper. 
Finally students wrote a first draft of their article. They 
were required to include key words and text features that 
would give the reader clues as to the article’s structure.

“Junior Scholastic magazine tends to have a lot of content 
about current issues that are appealing to teenagers,” 
said Mata. “We used editions of this magazine as anchor 
texts especially when I was introducing text features and 
structures. The articles are written in a way that appeals  
to teens and provides solid examples.”

After reviewing and revising several drafts of their 
articles, students used Microsoft Publisher, an 
entry-level desktop publishing application, to place 
their article as it would look in a magazine. They had 
to consider a variety of layout and design choices to 
complement the structure of their article.

“I really enjoyed this project because of its writing and 
design aspects,” said Savannah Harris ’22. “I love to write 
so it was fun to explore the topic that I selected. When 
I copied my article into Publisher I enjoyed making my 
writing look more professional by adding columns, a bar 
graph and pictures. I paid a lot of attention to the details 
of the layout and worked really hard on it.”

The completed articles were compiled in a digital 
magazine on OneNote and were made available 
for middle students to read. The articles were also 
displayed digitally during the seventh grade exhibition.

“Learning how to read non-fiction is a very 

important skill for our middle school students 

to develop. This unit helped them learn to 

recognize the different types of text structures 

and features used in non-fiction writing. Being 

able to recognize clues, such as cause and 

effect or compare and contrast text structures, 

will help students be more efficient and 

purposeful readers.”    – Sara Mata

College Choices for 2017 Graduates 
Christopher T. Alexander Jr.  University of Indianapolis

Lyric Alicea  Lindenwood University

Shakked Yakov Armoza  Israel Defense Forces

Gabriel Steven Bierschenk  DePauw University

Gabriella Lucille Boone  Northwestern University

Madeleine Jane Boone  Vassar College

Andrea I. Bugyis  Lafayette College

Caroline Adele Cizek  University of Utah

Julianna Grace Crang  Indiana University – 
Purdue University, Indianapolis

Jordan Milan Crouch  Shawnee Community College

Catalina Cuevas  DePaul University

Ella Ada Ann Daniels  University of Michigan

Alex Brian Dirksen  Chapman University

Alexander Frank Drier  Chapman University

Alyssa Christine Ebling  Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute

Ryan Thomas Edgar  University of Dayton

Jonathan Jerome Elkins  Columbia College Chicago

Sophie Terry Feller  Trinity University

Simon Ross Gelber  California Polytechnic State 
University, San Luis Obispo

Sabrina Maria Genovese  Northeastern University

Jack Dylan Gienke  Missouri Baptist University

Emma Mollye Greenberg  Whitman College

Jared I. Greenberg  Miami University, Oxford

Christopher Harold Hanson  Tulane University

Lillian Elizabeth Hawkins  Royal Holloway, University of London

Aidan Richard Ip  University of Michigan

Jordan Adrianna Jones  DePaul University

Richard Jordan  University of Missouri, Columbia

Tyler Brookes Kurten  The University of Iowa

Morgan John Leake  University of Washington

Jessie Reiss Lebens  Belmont University

Michael Joseph Levy  Miami University, Oxford

Alexander Matthew Lewis  Miami University, Oxford

Lauren Annie Mae MacInnis  Northeastern University

Jamie Elizabeth Masterson  Drury University

Sara Tayler Mateos  Reed College

Margaret Stark Maune  Mississippi State University

Benjamin Rath McGuiness  Gap Year

Cullen Jeffrey Mertens  Maryville University

Jonas Mondschein  Oberlin College of Arts and Sciences

Mahyar Moshiri  Saint Louis University

Mckenzie Lynn Murphy  Maryville University

Sadaf Naeem Naushad  Lake Forest College

Campbell Niemann  Savannah College of Art and Design

Lucy Diane O’Donnell  Boston University

Louis David Payne  Lake Forest College

Alice Rosalind Lane Piper  Savannah College of Art and Design

Payton Day Rule  Washington University in St. Louis

Joshua Merrit Sarris  Washington University in St. Louis

Jessica Danielle Scales  DePaul University

Amber Elizabeth Schmitt  University of Denver

Samuel William Schueddig  University of Central Missouri

Joseph Charles Shearburn  Regis University

Elena Lauren Sherertz  Middle Tennessee State University

Dylan Shotwell  Maryville University

Owen Paul Smith  Gettysburg College

Abigail Lynn Smyth  Washington University in St. Louis

Kimberly Michelle Strege  Oxford College of Emory University

Abigail Paige Suffian  University of Colorado at Boulder

Hannah Marie Surmon  University of Tulsa

Zachary Drew Taylor  Tufts University

Madison Elizabeth Walsh  University of Louisville

Harry Welch  Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University, Daytona Beach

Mark Wheeler  University of Redlands

Yiren Zheng  Virginia Tech

Articles by Megan Ash '22 (top) and Savanah Harris '22
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Biology on the Brain 

N inth grade biology students dissected 
a sheep’s brain and had the incredible 
opportunity to examine a human 

brain thanks to Dr. Desirée White, professor of 
psychological & brain sciences at Washington 
University in St. Louis. Dr. White, mother of 
Sophia Rogers ’20, brought in a human brain 
from her lab creating a unique comparative 
anatomy lesson.

The ninth grade biology curriculum included 
a unit on anatomy and physiology, specific 
to the human brain, its functions and how 
those functions apply to how individuals 

learn. Students 
studied adolescent 
brain science in 
conjunction with 
their character education 
work through the Habits  
of Mind and Heart curriculum. 
For example, students 
considered how developing 
perseverance for a teenager 
is scientifically challenging 
based on brain chemistry  
but vitally important for 
learning to occur.

In addition to practicing formal lab report techniques, 
students documented their dissections by making 
YouTube-style videos complete with voice-overs. 
Working in groups of three, students self-selected to be 
the narrator, dissector or videographer in their group. 

Maddie Seemiller ’20 was the narrator for the  
video and the voice-over in her group. “I am really 
interested in video editing so being the narrator was 
fun,” said Seemiller. “We did a lot of research before 
conducting the dissection so we felt prepared. There 
was some pressure to stay hyperfocused during the 
dissection and if we made a mistake, we couldn’t just  
get another brain.”

While Jonah Boyer ’20 and his classmates switched roles 
a couple of times, he had a clear favorite. “I am more of 
a hands-on learner so I liked dissecting the best,” said 
Boyer. “Holding the human brain was a little weird—to 
think ‘this’ was once inside a person. It was also pretty 
amazing to hold it and know that I have one of ‘these’ 
inside of my body.”

“We are providing a rigorous college prep curriculum 
for students for whom English is not their first language 
and some of our international students need a level 
of support to manage that workload,” said Chrysler. 
“We are fortunate to have Rick Gamp on our faculty 
who is the ESL teacher and Jessica Butler who is our 
International Student Coordinator.”

The support of host families is also a vital component of 
Whitfield’s international student program. Lisa and Todd 
Reed and sons Connor ’21 and Aaron are the host family 
for Sheng Zhou ’18.

“Todd and I had always talked about hosting an 
international student,” said Lisa Reed. “The craziest 

coincidence is that Sheng and our son Connor share the 
same birthday (three years apart) so even though Sheng 
is living away from his biological twin brother, he still has 
to share his birthday with a ‘brother.’ Last year during 
spring break, we went to Washington, D.C., and included 
a couple of college visits. Helping Sheng through this 
process is getting us ready for our son Aaron’s senior 
year next year. This is our second year of hosting Sheng, 
and we all intend to make this year even better than last 
year. He is just part of our family now.”

Seniors Make a Case in Critical Thinking

S eniors in Advanced Seminar in Literature and 
Composition hone their writing, thinking and 
speaking skills while examining literature in ways that 

will prepare them for college work. Students study texts 
that provoke debate and discussion regarding ethical and 
philosophical crises that are common to adulthood.

During the course, seniors are introduced to virtue 
ethics, Kantian ethics, and Utilitarianism through reading 
a variety of primary sources including “Nicomachean 
Ethics” by Aristotle and “The Republic” by Plato. In 
addition, they participated in a mock trial that focused 
on the 1995 court-martial charges brought against Capt. 
Lawrence Rockwood of the 10th Mountain Division of 
the U.S. Army. According to faculty member Larry Hays, 
the mock trial is an exhibition of English 12 students’ 
ability to understand and apply major concepts from 
their study of ethics and reasoning including: legality, 
morality, virtue ethics, Kantian ethics, Utilitarianism, 
truth, validity and basic logic.

“The goals of the assignment were for the students  
to be able to see in a real life situation the overlap of 
what is legal and what is ethical, and then to use a set  
of basic theories of ethics and reasoning and apply  
them in a situation where there is no easy answer,”  
said Dr. Hays. “That’s the type of critical thinking  
we aim for at Whitfield throughout our curriculum.”

For Gabi Boone ’17, the mock trial assignment was an 
authentic connection with the English 12 curriculum.  
“It was pretty cool to take what we’ve been learning 
about ethics and apply that knowledge to the real 
life situation of the Rockwood trial,” said Boone. “This 
assignment gave us the opportunity to put into action 
what we’ve learned and to see if ethically we could  
prove what was right and wrong.”

Conducting the mock trial was a student-driven idea that 
came out of a brainstorming session in class. “We were 
discussing different types of assessments and the kids 
expressed interest in doing a mock trial because they 
had never done one at Whitfield,” said Hays.  

“They helped to design the project and the grading 
rubric which includes a peer grading component.  
My hope is that this project will develop into something  
I can use in the future with other classes.”

After self-selecting into teams for the prosecution 
or defense, students conducted research using the 
Army Field Manual, Uniform Code of Military Justice, 
government documents from the Clinton administration, 
and secondary sources from media outlets. Some 
students researched the transcript of the appeal. 
They worked together to assemble a logical argument 
developed from an understanding of the facts,  
attorneys and their witnesses then constructed  
logical lines of questioning.

“I really enjoyed the project because it’s based  
on a real life event that happened fairly recently,  
not a hypothetical situation,” said Abby Smyth ’17.  
“I spent hours researching and discovered all sorts  
of information in addition to what Dr. Hays provided. 
There was also a sense of competition between teams 
which was great.”

For Campbell Niemann '17, the process of this 
assignment was much more engaging than writing a 
paper. “I was really excited about seeing how the trial 
would actually play out,” said Niemann. “Generating the 
ideas, strategizing with the team about how to present 
them, the mock trial ‘courtroom’ atmosphere—the whole 
process was challenging, interesting and fun.”

“The goals of the assignment were for the 

students to be able to see in a real life situation  

the overlap of what is legal and what is ethical,  

and then to use a set of basic theories of ethics  

and reasoning and apply them in a situation  

where there is no easy answer.”    – Dr. Hays

GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE  cont. from p. 11

Creating YouTube-style 
video lab reports

Dr. Desireé White, Kylie Wagner and Julia Chrysler

Students participate 
in a mock trial
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Exploring Computer Science

W hitfield’s computer science elective course 
gives juniors and seniors opportunities to 
explore various areas of computer science 

including the foundational ideas of how computers 
work, data analysis and programming in different 
languages. During the 
third trimester, students 
selected an area of 
interest to explore 
in-depth and designed, 
created and presented 
a project based on what 
they learned about 
computer science 
throughout the year. 

“Several students 
chose to go further into 
programming or data 
analysis while others 
decided they were really 
interested in robotics,” 
said faculty member 
Andrew Asikainen. 
“Students worked both 
individually and in small 
groups. They were required to propose their projects  
to me including outlining their research and the list  
of materials they would need. As a teacher, it was cool 
to see the creative directions students took with their 
projects this year.” 

Students created a wide-range of projects including  
a sound synthesizer made with a Raspberry Pi by  
Ben McGuiness ’17 to a computer game developed  
by John Nichols ’18 to a robotic claw built by Tyler 
Kurten ’17 and Sam Schueddig ’17.

Amber Schmitt ’17 had the initial idea to make an alpaca 
collector video game using Xcode but after hitting 
several roadblocks, she adjusted her project and built  
a version of Pong, the classic arcade video game. “Once 
I realized that I didn’t have quite enough experience  

to create the alpaca game that  
I wanted, I decided to make 
Pong using Xcode on my phone,” 
said Schmitt. “It was interesting 
and fun to test things out while 
learning more about coding.”

Ben Ayers ’18, Shakked Armoza 
’17, Mahyar Moshiri ’17 and Cullen 
Mertens ’17 decided to create a 
basic, robotic version of Rocket 
League®, a popular video game 
which combines soccer with 
rocket-powered cars.

“We chose this idea for our 
project because it was very 
relatable to our computer science 
curriculum and to all of us,” said 
Ayers. “We did quite a bit of 

research before deciding to go 
with Makeblock’s mBot robots and mBlock software  
to create the functionality. We downloaded the mBot 
app to our phones and started programming.”

According to Ayers, the project was collaborative 
and fun. “It was great—basically we got to play Rocket 
League® for our final,” said Ayers. “But seriously, this 
course was very enlightening for me. I think the content 
was accessible to everyone regardless of their coding 
experience and it gives us a good foundation for a 
college-level computer science course.”

“ In working one-on-one with their peer 

tutors, students feel relaxed about asking 

questions and more open about expressing the 

fact that they just don’t understand a particular 

math problem or concept.”    – Nicki Kohrs

Mahyer Moshiri '17, Ben Ayers '17, Andrew Asikainen  
and Shakked Armoza '17

Tyler Kurten '17 and Sam Schueddig '17 Ben McGuiness '17 Andrew Asikainen and Amber Schmitt '17

Peer Tutoring Program Adds Up To Math Success

T he math department’s Peer Tutoring Program 
pairs juniors and seniors who have a strong 
history of math success with middle school 

students.  The pairs meet for 30 minutes before school 
one day each week and work together to strengthen the 
student’s mastery of the middle school math curriculum 
and build study and organizational skills. Eighteen peer 
tutors participated in the program during the 2016-17 
school year. 

Math department faculty 
member Nicki Kohrs 
designed and launched the 
program two years ago. As 
participation has continued 
to increase, faculty member 
Tanya Bergantz has joined 
Kohrs as a program 
supervisor.  While Kohrs  
and Bergantz both write 
lesson plans for each week, 
tutors have the autonomy  
to determine the pace of the 
sessions and which topics  
to emphasize. Kohrs trains 
the peer tutors on how 
to take session notes and 
how to consistently assess 
students’ work. 

“This program complements 
the personalized teaching 
and learning environment of our math classes,” said 
Kohrs. “In working one-on-one with their peer tutors, 
students feel relaxed about asking questions and more 
open about expressing the fact that they just don’t 
understand a particular math problem or concept.”

Annabelle Ott ’21 is an enthusiastic proponent of the 
Peer Tutoring Program. “I highly recommend it,” said 
Ott. “The tutors recently took the same class you are 
taking now and remember what it was like—that makes 
it easy to relate to your tutor. The work I did with Sophia 
Chrysler ’18 helped me be more successful in math and 
more confident. It was easy for me to remember what  
we worked on together during our sessions and use  
that in class.”

Isaiah Alexander ’21 was paired with Dylan Shotwell ’17 
for the second half of the school year. “I started off in 
Math 8 and was moved up to Algebra after a couple of 
weeks so I missed all of Chapter 1,” explained Alexander. 
“Dylan taught me the entire chapter and when I took the 
final in May, I scored a 92 on that part—my second best 
score on that exam. I was also able to use what Dylan 

taught me and work with my classmates to help them 
with their lessons.”

In addition to the positive academic outcomes, Kohrs 
values the service aspect of the program. “Through their 
peer tutoring, these students are giving back to their 
community,” said Kohrs. “The quality of their work, their 
patience and flexibility along with their willingness to 
learn from another perspective is great to watch.” 

Dylan Shotwell ’17 was one 
of the original peer tutors 
and participated during  
his junior and senior years. 
“Mrs. Kohrs saw me as a 
leader who was also good 
at math,” Shotwell said. “It 
was really rewarding to see 
the smile on a younger kid’s 
face when he started to 
understand a math problem. 
I made everlasting memories 
by helping other students as 
a peer tutor.” 

Sophia Chrysler ’18 has 
experience tutoring students 
at a St. Louis city elementary 
school and was excited 
to join Whitfield’s Peer 
Tutoring Program. “I really 
enjoy making a difference 

in someone’s education and in their life,” said Chrysler. 
“Watching Annabelle improve her math skills was 
awesome and it was fun to see her get so excited.”

As a peer tutor, Makayla Perkins ’18 enjoyed sharing  
her love of math with younger students. “A lot of people 
don’t like math but they should!” said Perkins. “I really 
like math and thought it would be fun to help someone 
else learn to like it too. As high school students this is a 
great way to get to know middle school students and it’s 
really fun to help someone else.”

All indications are that the Peer Tutoring Program  
will continue to grow. “So many of our students are 
just naturally capable of being a peer tutor,” said  
Kohrs. “Their leadership and verbal communication 
skills are simply outstanding. I think what I appreciate 
most is their ability to approach problems from 
multiple perspectives. They ask their students clarifying 
questions, and that’s a maturity that I wasn’t expecting. 
I think that’s reflective of the work we are doing as a 
school across the curriculum.” 

Cal Bidner '18, Sam Rubenstein '21, Dylan Shotwell '17  
and Isaiah Alexander '21
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Girls Basketball
The varsity girls basketball team finished in second 

place in the Class 3 Missouri State High School 
Activities Association (MSHSAA) state tournament. 

This was the Warriors' first trip to the Final Four  
in the program’s history.

POST SEASON AWARDS

MISSOURI BASKETBALL COACHES  
ASSOCIATION ALL-STATE Aijah Blackwell ‘19

ALL-METRO Aijha Blackwell ‘19 (2nd team)

MWAA ALL-CONFERENCE
Aijha Blackwell ‘19 (1st team) 

Catalina Cuevas ‘17 (2nd team) 
Nia Griffin ‘19 (2nd team) 

Jade Moore ‘20 (2nd team) 
Kim Strege ‘17 (honorable mention)

Boys Basketball
The varsity boys basketball team finished in second 

place in the Class 3 Missouri State High School 
Activities Association (MSHSAA) state tournament. 

This was the Warriors’ fifth trip to the Final Four  
(2000, 2009, 2010, 2016, 2017).

POST SEASON AWARDS

MISSOURI BASKETBALL COACHES ASSOCIATION 
ALL-STATE Torrence Watson ’18

MISSOURI BASKETBALL COACHES ASSOCIATION 
CLASS 3 COACH OF THE YEAR  Mike Potsou

ALL-DISTRICT TEAM   
Cyrus Alexander ‘19, Luther Taylor ‘19,  

Torrence Watson ‘18

ALL-METRO TEAM  
Torrence Watson ’18 (2nd team)

Wrestling
Whitfield’s varsity wrestling team won the  

Class 1 Missouri State High School Activities 
Association (MSHSAA) wrestling championship.  

This is the Warriors’ sixth team title  
(2008, 2009, 2012, 2013, 2015, 2017). 

STATE MEDALISTS
Second Place

Zac Russell ‘19 (160 lbs.)

Third Place
Connor McAteer ’20 (106 lbs.)

Noah Elmore ’18 (182 lbs.)
Bill Boldt ’18 (195 lbs.)

Fourth Place
Wade Raeman ’19 (113 lbs.)
Dylan Shotwell ’17 (145 lbs.)

Individual State Champion
Mike McAteer ’18 (120 lbs.)

Max Darrah ’18 (285 lbs.)

POST SEASON AWARDS

MISSOURI WRESTLING ASSOCIATION 
Academic All State  Wade Raeman ’19,  

Zac Russell ’19, Dylan Shotwell ’17  
Class 1 Wrestler of the Year; Class 1, District 1 

Wrestler of the Year  Mike McAteer ’18

ST. LOUIS WRESTLING OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION 
CLASS 1 TEAM OF THE YEAR 

Class 1 Freshman of the Year  Connor McAteer ’20  
Class 1 Sophomore of the Year  Zac Russell ’19  

Class 1 Junior of the Year  Max Darrah ’18 
President’s Award for Excellence Mike McAteer ’18

ALL-ST. LOUIS TEAM 
Bill Boldt ’18, Mike McAteer ’18, Zac Russell ’19 

Ryan Griffin Memorial Scholarship -  
Dylan Shotwell ’17

ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH ALL-METRO TEAM 
Max Darrah ’18 (1st team), Mike McAteer ’18  

(1st team), Zac Russell ’19 (3rd team)

Cross Country 
Whitfield’s boys and girls cross country teams placed 
eighth and fourth respectively at the Missouri State 

High School Activities Association (MSHSAA) 2A 
Cross Country Championships. Individual state 

medalists were: Simon Gelber ’17 (state champion)  
and Hannah Surmon ’17 (3rd place). In addition, the 

boys and girls teams won the Class 2, District 2 titles. 
This was the sixth consecutive district title for the 

boys team and fourth consecutive district title for the 
girls team. Simon Gelber ’17 and Hannah Surmon ’17 

were individual district champions.

Field Hockey
The varsity field hockey team finished the regular 

season ranked in the top eight and advanced  
to the Sweet Sixteen of the 2016 Midwest Field 

Hockey State Tournament. The Warriors finished  
the season 14-6-1, the best record since 1999.

POST SEASON AWARDS

MWAA ALL - CONFERENCE 
Carli Besemer ‘18 (2nd team) 
Katie Brison ‘18 (2nd team) 

Audrey Jennings ‘20 (honorable mention) 
Jessie Lebens ‘17 (1st team) 

Lauren MacInnis ‘17 (1st team) 
Elena Sherertz ‘17 (honorable mention) 

Madison Walsh ’17 (1st team, Co-Player of the Year)

ALL-METRO TEAM 
Jessie Lebens ‘17 (2nd team) 

Lauren MacInnis ‘17 (2nd team) 
Madison Walsh ‘17 (1st team)

NATIONAL FIELD HOCKEY  
COACHES ASSOCIATION ALL-REGION TEAM 

Madison Walsh ’17

Volleyball
Whitfield’s varsity volleyball team won the Class 
2, District 6 championship and advanced to the 

quarterfinal round of the Missouri State High School 
Activities Association (MSHSAA) state tournament.

POST SEASON AWARDS

ALL-REGION TEAM
Sophia Chrysler ‘18 (1st team) 
Emily Kampen ‘18 (1st team) 

Kim Strege ‘17 (1st team)

ALL-DISTRICT TEAM 
Sophia Chrysler ‘18 (1st team) 
Emily Kampen ‘18 (1st team) 

Kim Strege ‘17 (2nd team)

ALL-CONFERENCE TEAM
Emily Kampen ‘18 (2nd team) 

Kim Strege ‘17 (honorable mention)

Dance Team 
Whitfield’s varsity dance team finished fifth in their 

division at the Missouri Dance Team Championships. 
The team received first place for their Kick routine 

and first place for their Mix routine. This is the 
13th consecutive year in which the Warriors have 

finished first in the Class 1 Mix division at the state 
championships. They were the only team in the top 

five with two first-place finishes.

I nI n step withI nI n step with
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Golf
Varsity golfers Donny Diemer ‘20, Sam Miller ‘19 
and Clay Strege ‘19 advanced from the district 

tournament to the sectional round of the Missouri 
State High School Activities Association (MSHSAA) 

Class 2 state golf tournament. Clay Strege ‘19  
earned All-District Honors finishing  

seventh in the tournament. 

Collegiate Signings

Esrock Memorial Field Rededication

O n Friday, August 19, 2016, 
the Whitfield community 
held a ceremony to 

rededicate the school’s field hockey 
field in memory of Janet Esrock, 
beloved teacher, coach and friend, 
who passed away on September 11, 
2011. The ceremony took place prior 
to the start of the varsity field hockey 
Green & White game.

At the time of the original field 
dedication in March 2012, the varsity 
field hockey team practiced and 
played on Whitfield’s lower athletic 
field. Last season, the team began 
using one of the upper fields in 
order to better accommodate their 
needs. As a result, this field is now 
named in Janet’s memory.

The rededication ceremony was 
held at the new location of Janet 
Esrock Memorial Field which is the 
athletic field on the northwest corner 
of Whitfield’s campus adjacent to 
Ladue Road. 

Record Setting 
Season for 
Torrence 
Watson ‘18 

C ongratulations to Torrence 
Watson ‘18 who now holds 
the Whitfield School boys 

basketball record for most points 
scored in a season. Torrence scored 
808 points during the ‘16-’17 season 
and surpassed Jared Johnson’s 
‘94 record of 660 points (‘92-’93 
season). Torrence is now the 
Whitfield all-time leader in career 
points with 1,862. He surpassed 
Julian Johnson ‘10 who previously 
held the record with 1,828 total 
points.

In addition to setting Whitfield 
records, Torrence led all individual 
players in the St. Louis Metro area in 
points scored. During the Warriors’ 
state tournament semifinal game, 
he broke the all-time record in 
Missouri basketball playoff series 
with the most free throw attempts 
and free throws made in one game.

Track & Field 
Congratulations to the Whitfield track & field athletes 

who medaled in the Missouri State High School 
Activities Association (MSHSAA) state meet:

Miles Elkins ‘18: state champion - triple jump

Mark Wheeler ’17: 100M - 6th place; 200M - 6th 
place; long jump - 3rd place 

Hannah Surmon ‘17: 3200M - 3rd place

I nI n step withI nI n step with

Whitfield administrators, field hockey players and coaches with the Esrock family

LAUREN MACINNIS ‘17 
enrolled at Northeastern 
University to play ice hockey  
for the Huskies.

SADAF NAUSHAD ‘17 enrolled 
at Lake Forest College and will 
run for the Foresters.

LOUIS PAYNE ‘17 enrolled at 
Lake Forest College and will 
play tennis for the Foresters.

OWEN SMITH ’17 enrolled at 
Gettysburg College and will 
play soccer for the Bullets.

MADISON WALSH ‘17 enrolled 
at the University of Louisville 
and will play field hockey for  
the Cardinals.

MARK WHEELER ‘17 enrolled 
at the University of Redlands 
and will be on the Bulldogs’ 
track and field team.

DYLAN SHOTWELL ‘17 
enrolled at Maryville University 
and will wrestle for the Saints.
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ALUMNI NOTES

1970s
JAMES BRUNS ’70 is retired and recently 
moved back to St. Louis.

ROB WOLFSON ’72 has lived in Aspen, CO 
for the last 40 years. He recently completed 
his 32nd year of teaching skiing at the 
Aspen Ski Company. In the summer, he 
works at the Aspen Municipal Golf Course. 
He hopes the Blues return to the playoffs 
this season and plans to return to St. Louis 
for playoff games!

1980s
JAMES BLANK ’81 lives in Dallas and is 
enjoying life in Texas.

JENNIFER (WEBBE) VAN LUVEN ’89 is 
a family therapist and Assistant Clinical 
Director at West County Psychological 
Associates in Creve Coeur, MO.

KATHRYN (RICH) DAVIS 
’89 attended Cornell 
College where she 
received a B.A. in Art. 
After a few years back 
in St. Louis, she moved 
to Minneapolis, MN, 
where she’s lived for 20 

years. Kathryn spent several years working 
in the graphic design field and in 2002, 
decided to go back to school, and received 
a B.A. in pure mathematics, and M.Ed. in 
math education from the University of 
Minnesota, Twin Cities. She is a high school 
math teacher, and loves it! She met a 
wonderful man, and married in 2013. 
Facebook has helped her keep in touch with 
a few of her Whitfield friends, and she is 
happy to see everyone doing so well!

1990s
RYAN HETZER ’95 is the Upper School 
Principal at The American School of 
Marrakesh in Morocco where he has  
lived for nine years. He and his wife Sara 
have a son, Ryan Jr., age four, and in May 
they welcomed identical twin girls, Maya 
and Julia.

JULIE LINIHAN ’96 
and her husband Jeff 
welcomed daughter 
Lillian Georgia on 
April 11, 2017. Lilly 
joins brother Mason 
who is two and a half 
years old. Everyone 

in the family is doing great! Photo credit to 
Shynes Photography.

ANDREW REEVES ’97 lives in Ashland, 
MO and has two children, Ava, age six, and 
Oli, age three. Andrew is the Associate 
Director IT at Trulaske College of Business, 
University of Missouri, Columbia. He holds 
a B.S. in management information systems 
from Westminster College and M.Ed. in 
educational technology from University of 
Missouri, Columbia.

KIMBERLY STEWARD 
’99 is an entrepreneur, 
philanthropist and 
producer. In 2013 she 
formed K Period Media, 
a company that 
develops, finances and 
produces story-driven, 

commercially viable and thought-provoking 
content spanning media from film and 
television to digital and interactive 
platforms. In 2016, K Period Media released 
its first feature film, “Manchester By The 
Sea,” in partnership with Amazon Studios. 
The film was an enormous success receiving 
six Academy Award nominations winning 
Best Performance by an Actor in a Leading 
Role and Best Original Screenplay. The film’s 
nomination for Best Picture made Kimberly 
only the second black female producer — 

after Oprah Winfrey — ever nominated for a 
Best Picture Oscar. Kimberly was the guest 
speaker at Whitfield’s commencement 
ceremony for the Class of 2017.

2000s
JOHN WESTERMAN 
’00 attended 
Gettysburg College 
where he was a 
member of the varsity 
swim team and earned 
a business 
management degree. 

John married Cristina in 2010 and their 
family recently expanded with the birth of 
their daughter, Bailey Marie, on July 19, 
2017. John has spent the last 10 years in the 
staffing industry, and currently works for 
Beacon Hill Financial. John and his family 
live in Ellisville, MO. 

Congratulations 
LAUREN TALLEY ‘01, 
who was named to the 
St. Louis Business 
Journal 40 Under 40 
Class of 2017. 

SARA BADLER ‘02, is the director  
of programmatic advertising for the  
New York Times.

In Memoriam

HERBERT PAUL CAVIN ’73 died suddenly and 
unexpectedly on November 22, 2016 in Paris, France.

Paul is survived by his wife Joëlle Soussan Cavin, his 
children Oriana, Ethan, and Raphael, brother-in-law, 
cousins and many friends. Paul was a graduate of the 

Taylor School, Whitfield School and Webster University with a degree 
in Fine Arts. He performed in the St. Louis Muny Opera Chorus, in the 
national tour of the revival of Oklahoma and in numerous live stage 
shows in Boston, New York and at the Lido in Paris. A memorial service 
was held in St. George’s Chapel at the Episcopal Church of St. Michael 
and St. George, Clayton, MO on December 10, 2016. 

ROGER GREEN ’02, 
an agent with WME 
Entertainment, 
represents Damien 
Chazelle who won 
the 2017 best 
director Oscar for his 

film “La La Land.” Pictured with Roger (third 
from left) are Damien Chazelle and WME 
colleagues Jeff Gorin and Sarah Self.

DANIELLE (LANGE) 
NALLEY ’02 husband 
Landon and big sister 
Campbell (age four) 
welcomed Gentry 
Lange Nalley, on 
February 12, 2017. 
Everyone is happy, 

healthy and enjoying being a family of four.

CARRIE MCCUAIG 
DINGMAN ’03 and 
her husband Jason 
have two children. 
Lilly, age three, was 
born on May 1, 2014 
and Harper, eight 

months old, was born December 6, 2016. 
Carrie continues to coach Whitfield’s 8th 
grade volleyball team. 

ANDREW BASS ’04 married Morgan Brunz 
in November, 2013. They purchased their 
second home in 2015 and welcomed their 
beautiful daughter, Chandler Claire, in 
October, 2016. Andrew is the program 
director at a workforce solutions provider 
in Dallas, TX. He holds a B.S. in engineering 
management information systems and a 
B.S. in economics and Master’s degree in 
engineering management all from Southern 
Methodist University.

ZENNEN 
CLIFTON’04  
married Monique in 
April 2017 in a small 
wedding in Puerto 
Vallarta. He has been 
living in Los Angeles 

since graduating from Princeton in 2008. 
After working for the William Morris 
Endeavor Agency and then Yahoo,  
Zennen recently started his own  
production company. 

MIKE DISALVO ’04 
and his wife Torie 
welcome their 
second child, 
Elizabeth Ann (Izzy), 
on July 14, 2017. Big 
brother Andrew 

Joseph (AJ, born 7/9/15) is excited to be a 
big brother! Mike completed his CFP in 
November of 2016 and continues to build 

his financial planning practice with Krilogy 
Financial. He also serves on the Governance 
Board for Family Forward which is a merger 
of Family Resource Center and Children’s 
Home Society of Missouri. Mike has crossed 
paths with several Whitfield alumni through 
his involvement with the newly merged 
organization. He earned his undergraduate 
degree and MBA at Quincy University. 

DAVID PEPOSE ‘04 
recently released his 
first graphic novel, 
SPENCER & LOCKE, to 
critical acclaim. The 
comic, which 
reimagines Bill 
Watterson’s classic 

Calvin and Hobbes through a hard-boiled 
noir landscape, has since been optioned for 
a feature film by Adrian Askarieh, the 
producer of the Hitman film series. David 
currently lives in Los Angeles.

DEVON (ALT) 
RISINGER ’05 lives  
in Lake St. Louis, MO. 
She and her husband 
Brian, pictured here 
with daughter Emma 
in October 2016,  

are expecting their second child in 
September 2017. 

JENNIFER CHAO ‘06 
and EMILY (CHAO) 
DUDDY ‘10 started 
their own business, 
Gin & Kin, located in 
St. Louis, MO. Gin & 
Kin offers the finest 

level of custom monogramming and 
personalized embroidery. They carry an 
inventory of luxurious home goods and 
personal accessories.  Customers may also 
bring in their own products to be elevated 
into a one-of-a-kind creations with their 
unique personal brand.  For more 
information visit Gin & Kin on Facebook.

JENNIFER COSGROVE ’06 lives in  
San Francisco, CA and works in real estate. 
She graduated from the University of 
Denver in 2010 with B.S. degree in business 
administration, real estate & construction 
management.

After graduating 
from DePauw 
University in 2010  
TED JACOBI ‘06 
worked in the 
university’s 
admission office for 

four years. He moved to New York in the 
summer of 2014 after taking a position in the 
Office of Undergraduate Admissions at NYU 

where he is working on a master’s degree  
n public administration. Ted married his 
college sweetheart, Samantha Levy, this 
summer at DePauw and JOHN FREUND ‘06 
attended as a groomsman. Ted hopes all is 
well for everyone in the class of 2006!

MIKE REESE ‘06 
received an M.A.  
in digital marketing 
communication  
from the University  
of Denver. 

ALEXANDRA 
(HAMMACK) SKAE 
’06 married John 
Skae on March 11, 
2017 at Central 
Presbyterian Church 
followed by a 

reception at the Missouri Athletic Club 
Downtown.  Alexandra was excited to  
follow in her parents footsteps after they  
got married 30 years ago at Central 
Presbyterian followed by a reception  
at the MAC.  Alexandra and John met  
while getting their MBA’s at Washington 
University in St. Louis. The couple resides  
in St. Louis. Whitfield alumni who were part 
of the wedding party include: LINDSAY 
(RUTLEDGE) RANDAZZO ’06, AMANDA 
RAST ’06, MORGANA PHLAUM ’06, 
HEATHER KORMAN ’06, GRANT HAMMACK 
’08 and CURRAN HAMMACK ’11.

After graduating from 
Tufts University, 
MATTHEW KINCAID 
’07 has been working 
as both a teacher and 
most recently an 
assistant principal in 
New Orleans. Matthew 

has been an advocate for his students both 
inside and outside of the classroom, 
teaching a culturally relevant curriculum and 
pushing his school to embrace culturally 
responsive school-wide systems. Last fall 
Matthew was accepted into a local social 
entrepreneur’s incubator and founded his 
nonprofit organization, Overcoming Racism. 
Overcoming Racism provides high impact 
race and equity professional development, 
that helps schools, businesses and 
communities challenge the permanence of 
racism, and build equity focused practices. 
In addition to the work that Overcoming 
Racism is doing in schools, Matthew is also 
lending his expertise to business leaders, 
religious organizations, and healthcare 
providers. Matthew notes that a highlight  
of his journey this past year as both an 
entrepreneur and agent of social change, 
was coming back to Whitfield ten years  
after his graduation to work with both 
faculty and students. 
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SAMMIE (KELLER) 
KATZMAN ’08 and 
husband Danny 
welcomed Avery 
Brooke Katzman on 
December 31, 2016. 
Avery weighed 7 
pounds 5 ounces. She 

loves playing in her bouncer and going on 
runs in the park with her Mommy. 

MELISSA HOWE O’CONNOR ‘08 recently 
joined the Alumni & Development team 
at Washington University in St. Louis as 
Assistant Director of Development for 
Athletics. In her role, she travels across 
the country to meet with alumni, parents 
and friends of WashU Athletics to raise 
support for the program. Melissa married 
Logan O’Connor on May 13, 2017 with 
fellow Whitfield alums, KELSIE SPANN 
GREENBERG ’08 and ALIX GRANT ’08 by 
her side as bridesmaids. She graduated 
from the University of Kansas in 2012. 

SAMANTHA 
WIELANSKY 
DOCOUTO ’08 and 
Christopher 
DoCouto and were 
married May 27, 2017 
at Westwood 

Country Club in St. Louis, MO. Chris is 
originally from Somerset, MA and was 
relocated to Dallas, TX by his company 
Fidelity Investments in 2013—the same year 
Samantha graduated from college and 
moved to Dallas. The couple currently lives 
in Keller, TX with their dog Eder.

MADDIE RAND ’08 earned a B.S. in nursing 
from Goldfarb School of Nursing and is 
an RN at Mercy Hospital. She recently 
purchased her first home in Ballwin, MO.

MADDIE TRIPLETT 
‘08 graduated this 
spring from 
Washington 
University’s Olin 
School of Business 
with a Master’s in 

business administration. She had a double 
concentration in general management and 
marketing, and was a member of the Olin 
Women in Business extracurricular 
group.  After earning her undergraduate 
degree from UCLA, she joined Hunter 
Engineering Company where she has 
managed the marketing department for the 
last five years. She is president of the Young 
Professional Board of the St. Louis Magic 
House. Maddie is engaged to John Gauthier 
(pictured) whom she met in their first year of 
business school.

JULIE CANDAU ’09 graduated with a 
bachelor of science with merit in systems 
engineering from the United States Naval 
Academy on May 26, 2017. She competed 
four years for Navy’s DI programs in cross 
country, indoor track and outdoor track. 
Julie will be moving to Charleston, SC for 
nuclear power training and then joining the 
submarine community.

MARGARET ELLIS ‘09 and JASON OTT ‘09 
are engaged. The couple began dating 
at the end of their sophomore year at 
Whitfield and have been together ever 
since! Margaret graduated from DePauw 
University in 2013 and is an RN in the NICU 
at St. Louis Children’s Hospital. Jason 
graduated from Princeton University in 2013 
and is a computer programmer/consultant 
for Mission Matters Group.

JESSI KRAEMER FARRIS ’09 graduated 
from the University of Missouri - Columbia’s 
veterinarian school.

CHANDANI PATEL ’09 
earned her doctorate in 
pharmacy from the 
University of Missouri - 
Kansas City. 

 

CARSEN ZARIN ‘09 
works for The National 
Society of Collegiate 
Scholars overseeing 
programs and 
communications.  
She is engaged to 
Florent Groberg  

who is the director of veterans outreach  
at Boeing. Carsen graduated from The  
George Washington University in 2013  
and Flo graduated from the University  
of Maryland in 2006. The couple plans  
to be married in November 2018. They  
met while Flo was recovering from war 
injuries at Walter Reed National Hospital. 
Flo, a Retired U.S. Army Captain, received 
the Medal of Honor in November 2015 for 
his heroic action in Afghanistan.

2010s
ALEX BLUESTONE ’10 lived in New York 
City for three years and will soon trade in his 
globe-trotting communications and policy 
consulting career for a Master’s program 
at the London School of Economics. After 
graduation, he hopes to work in the public 
sector as a strategic communications 
& policy consultant to advance policy 
aimed at climate change mitigation and 
the improvement of global public health. 
Alex holds a B.A. in political science from 
Washington University in Saint Louis (’14) 
and will earn his Master’s degree in public 
administration from the London School of 
Economics (’18).

SARA BEAUCKMAN 
FARON ‘10 and her 
husband Brent 
welcomed their first 
child, Layla Marie 
Faron on April 15, 
2017. Layla was 7 lbs. 

15 oz and 20 inches long.

KAITLIN (BEHAN) 
CRAWFORD ‘10 
graduated from Denver 
University in 2014 and 
accepted a position 
with the USA Olympic 
Weightlifting Team in 
Colorado Springs, CO 

where she has worked for almost three years 
in sales, event planning and public relations. 
Kaitlin married Blake Crawford on July 8, 
2017, in Tabernash, CO. Three of her best 
friends, and fellow Whitfield alumni, were in 
her wedding party: BRITTANY MEDLER ‘12, 
CARSEN ZARIN ‘09 and SHAUN VAID ‘08.  

JAMES ALVERSON ’11 lives in Madison, WI 
and is an account manager at Epic Systems 
Corporation. He graduated from Denison 
University in 2015 with a B.A. in economics 
and Spanish.

MORGAN BOSMAN 
‘11 was nominated 
for 2017 National 
Industry Music 
Awards (NIMA)  
Best Live R&B/Soul 
Performer. 

ABBEY EILERMANN ’11 
went full time with her 
business, Daily Disco. 
She does custom 
chainstitch embroidery, 
product design, and 
content creation out  
of a studio on the Hill in  

St. Louis. Abbey was recently named to the 
St. Louis Business Journal’s 30 Under 30 

EMILY (DEFFNER) 
LONGFELLOW ’07  
and husband Dale 
welcomed their baby 
boy, Jackie Dale 
Longfellow, into the 
world on July 6, 2017. 
He weighed 8 lbs. 8 oz 

and was 20 inches long.

AUSTIN RESSLER ’07 runs the Midwest 
banking practice for a boutique executive 
search firm. He earned his B.S. from 
Maryville University in 2011.

EMILY BELL ‘08 
graduated from  
Saint Louis University 
School of Law. 
 

KEZMEN CLIFTON 
’08 graduated from 
Princeton University 
in 2012 and worked 
for Macy’s 
corporation in their 
executive training 

program. After two years, Kezmen decided 

to attend law school. She graduated from 
Harvard Law School in May 2017 and will be 
working at Jones Day law firm in Chicago, IL 
starting in October.  Pictured with Kezmen 
are her brother ZENNEN CLIFTON ’04 and 
parents Gerri and Pepper Clifton.

GRANT HAMMACK ‘08 married Dani 
Stinger in St. Louis, MO on April 23, 2016.

Gigi Droesch '13,  
Caitlin Stephenson '13

Britney Howard '10,  
Dylan Schmitter '06,  
Danielle Howard '06

Dennis Colbert '12, Shelly 
Rauvola '12, Sammi Unangst '12

Thanksgiving  
Alumni Happy Hour

W hitfield alumni, age 21 and over, attended 
the annual Thanksgiving Weekend Alumni 
Happy Hour held at Urban Chestnut Grove 

Brewery & Bierhall on Friday, November 25, 2016. 
A special thanks to Jon Shine ’96, Urban Chestnut’s 
Head of Sales, for securing the event location again 
this year!

Jon Shine '96, Kelly Edwards

JOIN US 

2017 ALUMNI HAPPY HOUR
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2017  

at URBAN CHESTNUT  
(4465 Manchester Ave. | St. Louis, MO 63110)

6:30 PM 

Contact Britney Howard '10,  314.415.1212,  
britney.howard@whitfieldschool.org.

Danielle Argyros '06, Brad Schmidt '06, 
Austin Smith '08, Leyna Argyros 

Peter '07 & Tayler Tchoukaleff

Chelsea Hubbard '04,  
Brittany Hubbard '06

Abby Kelly '13, Hannah 
Westerman '12, Sara Whelan '13

Griffin Diemer '12, Ryan Stemme '12, Dan Miller '12, 
Eric Van de Riet '12



10-Year Reunion for the Class of 2006

T he Class of 2006 celebrated their 10-year reunion Saturday,  
November 26, 2016 with a festive gathering held in Schmitter Gallery.  
THANK YOU to Lindsay (Rutledge) Randazzo for her work to organize  

the event!
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Class of 2017. She has a B.F.A in fashion 
design from Savannah College of Art and 
Design, and Couture Certification in 
Embroidery from Lesage in Paris, France. 
You can find her on instagram @daily_disco 
and www.thedailydisco.com.

JACOB HANIN ‘11 
graduated cum laude 
from the University of 
Missouri – Kansas City, 
Six-Year Medical 
Program.  

MATT JORDAN ’11 is 
an award-winning 
songwriter and 
Nashville recording 
artist. Currently, Matt 
and his wife Jenna live 
in Ballwin, MO with 
their little girl, Annie 

Christine Jordan, who was born on May 10, 
2017. Matt and his band occasionally play 
shows around the St. Louis area but he’s 
more focused on writing his first full album 
which is planned to be released in 2018. 
Matt spends his time hanging out with his 
wife and daughter, sells information security 
software to pay the bills and sits by a fire 
writing songs to fulfill his love for music. Stay 
up to date with Matt’s music via Twitter (@
mattjordanmusic), Facebook (@mattjordan-
songwriter) and Instagram (mattjordanmu-
sic). http://www.mattjordansongwriter.com/

AMIT NANDA ‘11 
(pictured center), 
graduated from  
the University of 
Missouri - Kansas 
City’s six year 
medical program.  

He becomes the third “Dr. Nanda” in his 
family and is pictured with his sister,  
Dr. Amrita Nanda ‘07 (left), and his father, 
Dr. Ardaman Nanda.

CAROLINE BAER ’12 
graduated from Purdue 
University in May 2016 
with a Bachelor in 
industrial engineering 
and minor in psychology. 
She is a human systems 
engineer on the F-22 

fighter jet for Lockheed Martin in Fort 
Worth, TX. She plans to start graduate 
school in August 2017 to earn her Master’s 
in systems engineering.

CARTER DESLOGE ’12 lives in Chicago, IL 
and is an account manager. He graduated 
from Wittenberg University with a degree in 
sports management. 

AUSTIN SMITH ’12 
graduated from 
Hendrix College  
in December 2016  
with a degree in 
environmental studies 
with a concentration in 
biology. He joined the 

Peace Corp and left for Togo, Africa in May 
where he’ll be for two years. He is an 
agriculture extension volunteer helping out 
on a farm, improving sustainable practices 
and teaching kids. 

ELLIOTT WILLIAMS ‘12 
graduated from  
Miami University. 
 
 

 

SAVANNAH XENAKIS ’12 lives in Houston, 
TX where she works as a sales consultant  
for the Houston Astros. She graduated  
from Texas A&M University with B.A.  
in communications.

MATT WILLIAMS ’13 
recently graduated 
from Indiana 
University’s Kelley 
School of Business  
with majors in finance 
and accounting.  
In Bloomington,  

Matt was involved in Alpha Kappa Psi 
Professional Business Fraternity, the  
Kelley Honors Program as a participant  
and Honors Leadership Team mentor, 
played intramural tennis and basketball,  
and tutored Hoosier Athletes in the 
“Computers in Business” class. During his 
summers, Matt completed a sales internship 
with the ATP Western & Southern Open, a 
finance internship with Monsanto Company 
and was a client services intern at NISA 
Investment Advisors, LLC. Matt just began 
his career in Chicago, IL at Guggenheim 
Partners Investment Management as an 
analyst in the Institutional Operations 
Rotational Program.

ERIN CIZEK ’13 
graduated from 
Northwestern 
University / Medill 
School of Journalism. 
Pictured: Aiden ’23, 
CHRISTIAN ’11,  

ERIN ’13, parents Kathleen and Greg  
and CAROLINE ’17.

HANA CRANDALL 
‘13 graduated 
summa cum laude 
from Vanderbilt 
University. 

WILL HAHN ‘13, 
graduated from 
Duke University with 
a degree in markets 
& management 
studies. Pictured 
with Will are his 

brothers Eddy ‘18, RODNEY ‘14 and  
KURTIS ‘16. 

TAYLOR SIMONS ‘13 
graduated from Texas 
Christian University. 
 
 
 

CATIE STEPHENSON 
’13 graduated from 
American University 
where she received a 
degree in economics 
from their School of 
International Relations. 
Pictured here with her 

mom Lisa Stephenson.

SAMARA JATALA ‘13 
graduated from the 
University of Missouri 
– Columbia’s School of 
Journalism. Pictured 
here with her Mom, 
Pamela Jatala. 

ABBY KELLY ‘13 
graduated from  
Miami University - 
Oxford with a B.A. in 
journalism with minors 
in political science, 
international business 
and economics.

SARAH WHELAN ‘13 
(pictured on the far left) 
graduated summa cum 
laude with a B.S. in 
computer science 
engineering from  
Case Western  
Reserve University.

Nick Cobet '06 and Ken Suen '06 with their guests.

Alexandra (Hammack) Skae '06,  
Ellen Simons '06

Morgana (Phlaum) Mauney '06,  
Shelia McCarthy 

Lindsay (Rutledge) Randazzo '06, 
Amanda Rast '06,  

Sarah Sherer-Kohlburn '06

Mike Reese '06, Meghan Joshi '06

Nick Daniels '06, Amy Hammersmith, Doug Dalton '06

Lauren Madere '06, Carolyn (Triplett) 
Dowd '06, Jonathan Dowd
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