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Dear Whitfield families, friends and alumni,

Thanks to the generosity of our entire school community, Whitfield enters the 2018-2019 
school year with renewed fiscal stability and confidence in our ability to advance our 
mission.  As you will read in the pages of this magazine, this summer the school completed 
a $10,000,000 campaign that focused solely on investment in Whitfield’s people: the 
faculty, staff, students and alumni who represent, as they have always done, the heart of 
our community.

The past year brought us other accomplishments to celebrate, as well. 

The Class of 2018 set a new Whitfield record for the largest amount of scholarships 
awarded a single group of graduates, totaling more than $3,000,000 for freshman year 
alone.  This  speaks to the thoughtful approach of our college counseling program—aligning the 
interests and goals of Whitfield students with the right school for each.  And, it speaks to the strength 
of our students—as scholars, athletes, artists and leaders.

Whitfield signed a memorandum of understanding with XinFuxue school in Bejing, China, to further 
strengthen our international student program, which, in turn, deepens our community’s experience  
of diversity.

Our administrative team added three strategic positions: Emily Klimek joined us as Director of 
Institutional Advancement to align our admission, alumni relations, communications and development 
departments.  Megan Campos became Whitfield’s first Director of Alumni Relations.  And, after a long 
search that produced several outstanding candidates, Anna Warbelow has assumed leadership of our 
Equity and Inclusion programming. 

This is indeed a period of meaningful growth for our school as we acquire the financial resources 
and human capital necessary to meet all the needs of our school community. And as you walk our 
halls today, these investments have resulted in a palatable confidence.  Our faculty believe they 
have the support needed to perform at the highest level.  Whitfield’s students know they will be 
guided, stretched and engaged in every aspect of their school experience.  And as we increase the 
participation of our alumni in the school’s life, we are sure to hasten our momentum and strengthen 
Whitfield’s legacy even further.

In this edition of Insights I hope you will enjoy reflecting on this past year and looking forward with us 
to the tremendous future ahead of us.   

Warmest regards,

John Delautre 
Head of School
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The Campaign for Whitfield: VISION ACHIEVED

T his June, Whitfield completed a historic 
fundraising campaign.  Achieving the Vision: The 
Campaign for Whitfield, marked unprecedented 

support of the school, its faculty and staff, and its 
students.  The Campaign surpassed its $10,000,000 
goal through charitable gifts made by alumni, current 
parents, parents of alumni, friends, grandparents, and 
the very faculty and staff members who the Campaign 
was intended to support.  These collective investments 
have already had a profound impact on all who walk 
the halls of Whitfield, and will continue to impact 
our students, our alumni and our faculty for years to 
come.  As a school and as a community we are stronger 
because of the selflessness of so many.  

A MASTER PLAN 
In 2012, John Delautre stepped into his role as Head of 
School.  Relocating from Louisville, KY he approached 
his presence at Whitfield with cautious ambition.  On 
one hand, he sought to immerse himself in the Whitfield 
culture, treading lightly as he learned of institutional 
norms and traditions.  On the other hand, he jumped 
right into the development of a new strategic plan.  “It’s 
a good sign when your new Head wants to get as much 
direction as possible, and find out what the community 
thinks is important,” remembers Lee Kaplan, former 
Trustee and Chair of the Strategic Planning Committee.  

Together, they delivered a plan to the entire Board of 
Trustees for approval in January 2014.  A plan that would 
chart the course of John’s next six years as Head of 
School.  This Strategic Plan hinged upon growth in  
five areas:

1 FACULTY COMPENSATION AND BENEFITS.  
Our faculty will enjoy a competitive level of 

compensation, benefits and professional 
development that will enable them to remain at Whitfield 
for the entirety of their careers.  IMPACT: continuity of 
educational philosophy, community and mentorship for 
our students and families.

2 CURRICULUM AND PROGRAM.  Whitfield’s 
academic program will be a recognized leader  

in its effectiveness in preparing graduates to 
negotiate the opportunities and challenges of today’s 
universities and tomorrow’s workplaces.  IMPACT: Our 
students are prepared for the uncertain realities of the 
world they will inherit; our students are prepared to 
think critically and problem-solve to find success in a 
world of which none of us can imagine.

3 DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION.  All of the school’s 
constituencies will understand and embrace our 

active commitment to cultural competence, starting with 
a diverse and inclusive community.  IMPACT: A diverse 
student body broadens the perspectives and 
experiences shared in class discussions, thus broadening 
our learning.  Encouraging students to be open to 
cultures and experiences outside of their own teaches 
them to be curious, respectful and empathetic. 

4 STUDENT HEALTH AND WELLNESS.  Our 
students will exhibit the character strengths, or  

as we have come to call them the, “Habits of Mind 
and Heart,” needed for success and personal growth.  
IMPACT: The Habits of Mind and Heart curriculum 
encourages critical reflection for academic and personal 
growth, improves social and emotional intelligence, and 
shapes the personal strengths of our students so that 
they have the resilience and moral awareness to be 
effective citizens and leaders.

5 FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILITY.  The school will 
command the financial resources needed to 

advance all these efforts while keeping tuition 
within reach.  IMPACT: Our school thrives for 
generations to come.

For some of these priorities, progress moved quickly.  
Ginny Fendell joined the administrative team in January 
2014 as Director of Health and Wellness.  A Licensed 
Clinical Social Worker (LCSW), Ginny came to Whitfield 
from the counseling department of Washington 
University’s Student Health Services where she worked 
as a therapist and mental health promotion associate, 
teaching stress management, mindfulness, and positive 
psychology workshops.  At Whitfield, she transitioned 
her experience delivering programs on mental health 
and mindfulness to student and adult groups to a full 
character education curriculum—the Habits of Mind and 
Heart—that supports the social and emotional needs of 
today’s young people.  

At the same time, as a passion project, Sara Ringe,  
then Director of College Counseling, began developing 
a comprehensive curriculum guide to ensure that 
academic competencies built upon each other year 
over year.  Her work in this area led to a standing Faculty 
Forum in which our teachers learn from one another 
and hold one another accountable.  Of the program’s 
success, Sara shares, “Our faculty have taken a keen eye 
to the skills we teach our students, how we demonstrate 
the transferability of those skills from course to course, 
and the way in which we increase the sophistication and 
depth of those skills each year. It has opened up the 
opportunity for more interdisciplinary collaborations, 
as teachers from different disciplines work together to 
develop common skills in students.  Monthly, the full 
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faculty has the opportunity to come together to  
dialogue about this innovative process. It’s inspirational. 
And it’s working.” (Read more: Commitment to Scholarship 
on p. 17.)

Other Strategic Plan priorities were harder to surmount 
with the resources on hand.  They required community 
investment; they required money.   At the time, the 
Trustees were also mindful of the impact the downturn 
of 2008 had on the school, most obviously, through 
the decrease in enrollment.  They were determined to 
strengthen Whitfield’s finances in a more sustainable  
way—to never have to make some of the tough decisions 
they were faced with, again.  They resolved to increase  
the endowment.

And so the need for an endowment campaign  
was decided.

THE CAMPAIGN FOR WHITFIELD
Three of the five Strategic Plan initiatives became the 
pillars of the Campaign: Faculty Compensation and 
Benefits, Diversity and Inclusion (which materialized 
into Need-Based Tuition Assistance), and Financial 
Sustainability (which focused on Eliminating Capital Debt).  
To engage our community and reach our fundraising 
goals, a Campaign Cabinet was formed, chaired by Paul 
and Sheri Diemer.  

“Sheri and I were honored to be asked to chair the 
Campaign for Whitfield,” shared Paul at the Town Hall 
event on October 20, 2017—the public launch of the 
Campaign. “We accepted without hesitation although it’s 
humbling when you consider how many great Whitfield 
supporters could have done this job.  We know how 
passionate people are about Whitfield. We experienced 
incredible involvement during the strategic planning 
process, and, overwhelming affirmation during a feasibility 
study to see if our community would fund the ideas that 
came out of the Strategic Plan.”

Sheri continued, “This Campaign is about the investment 
in all of Whitfield’s students, past and present, and the 
future we are creating for them…In St. Louis it seems 
like where you went to high school is kind of a big deal. 
I actually think it’s important everywhere. And when our 
boys [Blake ’10 and Griffin ‘12] are asked where they went 
to high school, whether that’s 5, 10 or 25 years from now, 
I want the response to be ‘Wow. Whitfield is such an 
amazing school.’  All of our children deserve that.”

Up until October 20, 2017, the Campaign Cabinet had 
done all the heavy lifting—reaching out and soliciting 
support in order to propel this fundraising initiative 
forward.  With their personal investments on the line, Paul 
Diemer appealed to the rest of the Whitfield community, 
“This is a pivotal moment for Whitfield. Institutions are 

Adding to the Vision

W hitfield’s administrative structure 
has a new shape for the 2018-2019 
school year. The addition of new 

and re-imagined positions highlights our 
commitment to supporting our Alumni, to 
embracing Cultural Competence through 
formal and informal educational opportunities, 
and to developing our already extraordinary 
faculty. 

UPPER SCHOOL DIRECTOR

We are happy to announce that 
Sara Ringe is the Upper School 
Director, a new position designed 

to serve and support the faculty and students 
of the Upper School.  After an outstanding 
career as a classroom teacher and for the 
last nine years as a college counselor, Sara 
is uniquely equipped to guide the Upper 
School through its next phase of growth. In 
recent years Sara has served as our curriculum 
coordinator and facilitator of the Faculty 
Forum, she has led the way in our use of 
Design Thinking as an internal decision-making 
process, and she was the prime mover behind 
Whitfield’s innovative, three-year Intersession 
exercise. With her deep knowledge of the 
college counseling world and her passion for 
Whitfield’s mission, Sara is sure to make a vital 
contribution to the experience of our Upper 
School students and faculty.

DIRECTOR OF EQUITY  
AND INCLUSION

After a thorough search, Anna 
Warbelow was hired last spring 

as Whitfield’s Director of Equity and Inclusion. 
In this role, Anna will create opportunities to 
educate our full community about the social 
and personal issues that affect our society, 
families, and school culture.  Through her 
work, Anna will facilitate a sustained civil 
discourse that will empower student voices 
while developing respectful listeners; she will 
help prepare our graduates for college and 
life more effectively. Originally from Michigan, 
Anna came to St. Louis to complete a Ph.D in 
art history at Washington University and has 
since worked there in the office of Campus Life, 
as an instructor, and as a facilitator of various 
diversity and inclusion efforts. 
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great when they have a clear mission and strong support for  
that mission. Whitfield has both and we want to take it to the  
next level.”

And, it worked!  With gifts of all sizes flooding in from the 
community, at its close on June 30, 2018, the Campaign had 
surpassed its $10,000,000 goal, with gifts totaling $10,122,935.

IMMEDIATE IMPACT OF YOUR INVESTMENTS
Achieving the Vision: The Campaign for Whitfield has already 
impacted our school community in significant and tangible ways.  
Resources raised through this Campaign allow Whitfield to more 
deeply and strategically invest in its people—the hallmark of our 
special school community.  Such investments have reinforced our 
brand of college prep: preparing students for college, of course, 
but also for the workplace and for life by teaching them how to 
think, problem-solve, and collaborate, rather than just memorize.  
We have broadened our definition of diversity with ground-break-
ing programs that create a global environment within our school 
walls and foster real cultural competence.  And we have elevated 
our commitment to our faculty—who cultivate the strengths of each 
individual student and drive them to engage, identify and pursue 
their passions while building confidence along the way.  

This Campaign has allowed Whitfield to stretch and grow.  
Through it all, we remain a college prep school with a deep 
commitment to our people—faculty, students, families, alumni.  

RESULTS

Investments in Faculty Salaries & Benefits

Passionate and thoughtful teachers bring Whitfield’s mission to 
life.  These exceptional educators dedicate their days, evenings, 
and weekends to foster growth, resilience and mastery in our 
students.  Recruiting and retaining faculty of the highest caliber  
is vital to Whitfield’s student-centered educational experience.

In fall 2018, gifts to Achieving the Vision: The Campaign for 
Whitfield allowed us increase the retirement match for all our 
faculty and staff from 4 to 5 percent, and the multi-year budget 
projection plans for additional increases to this benefit.  In this way, 
we uplift and celebrate every teacher in our building and set them 
up for long-term financial stability.

Of course, for Whitfield faculty, the opportunity to impact lives, 
to educate and mentor, is what's most important.  To cultivate the 
special strengths in our students and help them grow as ethical, 
confident, successful students.

New teachers bring fresh ideas and personalities to our academic 
community, and veteran teachers are constantly evolving their 
curricula to keep their classes relevant and engaging.  Here’s  
a glimpse of what some of our dedicated teachers are doing in 
their classrooms.

As Andrew Asikainen enters his 19th year at Whitfield, he begins 
his third year teaching a computer science elective.  This class has 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 
OF COLLEGE 
COUNSELING 

Amanda Henry joins 
Whitfield’s College Counseling team 
after serving most recently as the 
principal of La Salle Middle School.  
Her experience within the world of 
education has been rich and varied. 
After graduating from Washington 
University, she earned a Master of 
Education degree, served as a corps 
member for Teach for America, 
and did further graduate work in 
educational leadership. She has 
written and edited professionally, 
served as an educational research 
assistant (also at Washington 
University), taught special education, 
and along the way received several 
fellowships and awards. In her spare 
time Amanda also earned an M.B.A at 
St. Louis University in marketing and 
entrepreneurship. Amanda will work 
under the guidance of now Director of 
College Counseling Barbara Sams. 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 
OF DEVELOPMENT, 
ANNUAL GIVING AND 
PARENT PROGRAMS

The Development department has 
reorganized the responsibilities of the 
Annual Fund and Auction Manager 
to better serve the needs of today’s 
families and our school. We welcome 
Amanda Wilkinson as the Assistant 
Director of Development, Annual 
Giving & Parent Programs.  In this role, 
Amanda will manage the annual fund 
campaign, coordinate Montage, and 
serve as liaison to the Parents' Council 
as well as support all Whitfield 
parents through engagement and 
collaboration.  Amanda moved to St. 
Louis from Buchanan, VA where she 
worked in the development office at 
The American Shakespeare Center. 
She holds a BA in English and a BA  
in Theatre Arts from Illinois Wesleyan, 
and an MFA in Creative Writing from 
Hollins University.  She is a published 
poet and author.
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quickly grown in popularity, tripling the 11th and 12th 
grade participants in three short years.

His efforts with upper school students have inspired  
our Technology Team to integrate coding into curriculum 
in all departments, and to facilitate a required course 
for 9th grade students that teaches the language of 
coding.  Creating opportunities for students to have early 
exposure to computer science electrifies Andrew.  His 
course created the opportunity to both prepare students 
for computer science and big data analysis they will 
encounter in college, and introduce 9th grade students  
to computer science to help them widen their toolboxes 
for analysis as they work their way through Whitfield.

Andrew comments, “There is no such thing as a 
‘non-tech company’ anymore.  The more students 
understand about the background of this, the more  
they will be prepared for the workforce.”  

Dr. Heather Lavezzi, newly appointed Catherine Marie 
Connors Science Chair, joined the Whitfield team four 
years ago, and has gained the trust of her colleagues 
and students in that time.  Her steady demeanor and 
flexible teaching style made her the ideal candidate  
to introduce Field Studies to 9th grade science students.  
This new class addresses a growing interest in hands-on 
lab work, including the chemistry of cooking, 3D printing 
and robotics.  

All work in this class begins where any scientist would 
start: using experimentation to solve a problem. 
Lectures come after student scientists have explored, 
developed hypotheses and created experiments to test 
them.  The structure of this class motivates students 
to collect accurate measurements, to understand 
experiment results by interpreting graphs and data;  
to push themselves as scientists and engineers.

New faculty member David Records returned to his 
hometown of St. Louis after spending 15 years teaching 
in New York City.  After only two months at Whitfield he 
noted the faculty is made up of, “very helpful, authentic, 
and driven educators.”  He is impressed by the faculty’s 
professionalism, which he calls, “contagious.”

Of his 11th grade English students, he shared, “the kids—
as advertised—are blowing me away.”  He continues, 

“students are students, but there is something different 
about the students here, they’re here to learn.  They 
genuinely want to learn.  They want to participate.”  The 
eagerness of Whitfield students enables David to craft  
a curriculum that keeps pushing; keeps challenging.

RESULTS

Investments in Need-Based Financial Aid

Whitfield believes hard-working students of promise 
should not be limited by their resources.  By offering 
need-based tuition assistance, we enhance the 
experience of every Whitfield student, bringing a variety 
of perspectives into our classrooms and preparing our 
children for the world they will inherit.

Practically speaking, enrollment has steadily grown  
at Whitfield over the past several years.  Increasing  
the amount of financial aid that we offer to families  
has played a significant role in this enrollment growth.

Moreover, tuition revenue from students who receive 
financial aid adds up.  Every family at Whitfield pays 
some tuition; many families stretch to do so.  But they 
invest in their children because they deeply believe 
in the ability of a Whitfield education to change their 
children’s lives for the better.  Tuition revenue from 
families who receive assistance added up to $1.75 
million dollars in the 2017-2018 school year.   These 
dollars support our school community in tangible, 
profound ways.  

But as we all know, providing need-based tuition 
assistance is so much more than the numbers.  It  
allows us to create a school community that is reflective 
of our commitment to diversity—in all aspects of the 
word.  Funds raised through the Campaign allow 
Whitfield to enroll students who are diverse in religion, 
political affiliation, ethnicity, areas of interest, and 
economic status.  This diverse community enhances  
the experience for all of our students.

Our student body of 440 boasts representation from over 
150 feeder schools, 60 zip codes, and six home countries.  

For the same reasons that we invest in financial aid, 
we are invested in our international program.  For 
the 2018-2019 school year we are hosting 19 full-time 
international students.  This program has enriched 
our classroom instruction and increased our global 
awareness immeasurably. 

Such diversity in a community of our size creates strong 
bonds among students of vastly different backgrounds.  
A diverse student body broadens the perspectives and 
experiences shared in class discussions and prepares 
Whitfield students for the global realities they will face  
in college and beyond.

“ Students are students, but there is something 

different about the students here, they’re here to 

learn.  They genuinely want to learn.  They want  

to participate.”   – David Records, faculty member
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Need-based tuition assistance also allows Whitfield 
to provide an extraordinary education to bright and 
talented young people who otherwise could not afford 
to attend an independent school.  

The Steward Scholars Program is an example of how 
Campaign support of financial aid is strengthening the 
Whitfield community.  This program was established by 
the family of David and Thelma Steward, and daughter 
Kimberly, Whitfield Class of 1999.  (Read more: The 
Steward Scholar Program on p. 14.)

It provides more than just tuition assistance to the 
10 student participants. It provides 1:1 mentoring by 
Whitfield faculty, connections to influential members 
of our community and those around the country, 
community service opportunities, and life-changing 
travel.  This program provides every kind of support 
needed for the Steward Scholars to thrive during their 
Whitfield years and beyond.  The program opens their 
eyes to all the possibilities their futures hold, then helps 
them build the skills and connections to realize their 
enormous potential.

The Steward Scholars Program, beginning its second 
year in fall 2018, is ground-breaking for independent 
schools.  Through extensive research, we believe this 
program to be the first of its kind in the country, and 
perhaps the world.  

This program, and these kids, are changing the world.

RESULTS

Investments in Sustainability

In 2002 Whitfield completed a much-needed expansion 
of the school’s physical plant.  This expansion bestowed 
invaluable benefits, but also incurred costs.  While we 
have significantly reduced debt since 2002, the lingering 
financial obligation diverts valuable resources from our 
operating budget every year.  

By eliminating our existing debt we can invest in 
the programs that define Whitfield’s unique student 
experience and secure our long-term institutional health.

The Campaign has put a serious dent in the amount that 
we owe, and will continue to as pledge payments are 
received.  We’ve seen this impact already.

Since 2014 we’ve added five staff positions to our team: 
Ginny Fendell, Director of Health & Wellness; Emily 
Klimek, Director of Institutional Advancement; Megan 
Campos, Director of Alumni Relations; Anna Warbelow, 
Director of Equity and Inclusion; and Sara Rodney who 
oversees the international student program. 

As we eliminate our debt, we are investing in people.  
And, people are the heart and soul of Whitfield.

Our faculty loves, supports and knows every single 
student in this school.  They help students identify their 
passions, set lofty goals for themselves, then encourage 
them to achieve those goals.

O n September 20, 2018 leadership donors to Achieving the Vision: The Campaign for Whitfield gathered 
at Bellerive Country Club to celebrate the enormous success of this historic fundraising initiative and to 

hear stories of the Campaign's immediate impact on the lives of Whitfield's faculty, staff and students.

Middle School Director Jarrett Young, Kenyon Hill '20, 
Maddie Seemiller '20, Maria Pace '19 and Upper School 
Director Sara Ringe

Campaign Chairs Paul and Sheri Diemer, Martha Diemer, 
Anne and Head of School John Delautre
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For 100% of our students, the Whitfield 
experience culminates with admission  
to college.  90% of the Class of 2018  
was admitted to at least one school of 
“high interest”.  80% of the class earned  
a scholarship, collectively totaling over  
$3 million dollars just for their freshman 
year.  That’s some return on investment.

When we hear alumni share that college 
feels like a natural next step, we know 
that we are doing our job.  Not only 
are we preparing them academically, 
but also, we are helping them build the 
confidence and comfort to work directly 
with their professors, to seek clarification 
and additional support as they need it;  
to be their own advocates of learning.  

Our graduates also tend to take on 
leadership roles in college.  Kat Nestor, 
class of 2015, is Student Body Vice 
President at Texas Christian University.  
Erik Daniels, class of 2014, served as 
President of College Democrats at  
North Carolina’s High Point University.  
Katie Harris, also class of 2014, 
co-founded Peabody Bridges at 
Vanderbilt, an organization designed  
to support underrepresented minorities, 
international students, and first-genera-
tion college students. 

We are teaching them to be confident 
scholars and capable leaders.  That 
is the Whitfield we have always been 
and continue to be.  We are all about 
people—great adults and great kids.  And 
through the success of the Campaign, we 
are strengthening our financial foothold 
to ensure we will serve and support our 
people, in perpetuity.

DIRECTOR OF ALUMNI RELATIONS

We are thrilled to announce the launch 
of our formal Alumni Program led by 
newly appointed Director of Alumni 

Relations, Megan Campos. Megan joined the 
Whitfield family on April 1, 2018 coming from Wells 
Fargo’s corporate office in St. Louis where she served 
as AVP, Meeting and Event Planner. She brings 
extensive project management, event coordination 
and relationship-management experience to the job. 
Megan holds a BA in Communication with a minor in 
Spanish from Millikin University.

INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM 
ADMINISTRATOR

Sara Rodney will support Whitfield’s 
international students and their families, 

in a part time role, after retiring from her position 
as assistant principal at the end of the 2017-2018 
school year.  In this new position, Sara will support the 
admission office in attracting international students 
to Whitfield.  Then, she will support our international 
students and host families throughout the year.  

SUSTAINED IMPACT
The impact of the Campaign is great, and will continue to 
strengthen the school over time.  Gifts of less than $10 to over 
$1,000,000 were invested in the school community as signs of 
good faith: faith in the leadership, in the teaching philosophy,  
in the mission.  

When asked about their hopes for the future of Whitfield, 
Campaign contributors shared:

“That it continues to be a viable, successful institution 
for learning and growing, mentally and physically, in an 
environment that is inclusive for all types of students.”

 - Phillip “Flip” Cady, Jr. ’70 (Elissa ‘97, Chris ‘00, Laura ’02)

“ I hope we continue to hold our teachers to the highest 
standards and continue to attract and retain outstanding 
faculty.  That we continue to improve the offerings for our kids 
and prepare them for college as they matriculate into an  
even more challenging world of employment.”

  - Ray Van de Riet (Eric ’12, Alex ’14, Rachel ’18)

“A school more than anything has to be a place where 
change—good change—occurs for the betterment of the 
students, and it doesn’t take forever for it to occur.  And, I feel 
like that’s the kind of energy [Whitfield] has going now…and 
in five to six years we need to figure out how to do this whole 
thing again, because building the endowment is a catalyst for 
positive change and each generation of school families should 
be inspired to leave Whitfield more secure than the last.” 

 - Lee Kaplan (Adam ’11, Matt ’14)

Until then…
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InIn Spired

Comedy Comes 
to Life

W
hitfield’s upper school 
fall play, “Is He Dead?” 
was performed 
October 25-29, 2017. 

Written by Mark Twain and adapted 
by David Ives, the story focuses on 
a fictional version of the famous 
painter Jean-François Millet as an 
impoverished artist in France. With 
the help of his friends, Millet stages 
his death in order to increase the 
value of his paintings.

“This is a very fun show, a classic 
slamming-door farce which uses 
improbable situations, physical 
humor and witty characters to tell the 
story,” said Director of Productions 
Amy Allen-Cano. “While it’s silly 
at times, the show is technically 
challenging for the actors.”

Famous and Funny Felines

T he middle school fall play, “Brief Interviews with 
Internet Cats,” ran November 29-30, 2017. The 
action takes place on the set of the World Wide 

Window internet show which is dedicated to highlighting 
famous felines who have gained fame through their 
online antics. Host Ian McWorthy conducts fast-paced, 
hilarious interviews with a variety of cat characters 
including Tuffy, Kitty Boo Boo and 
Nelson the Grouchy Cat.

“The play delivers a timely 
message that pokes fun at our 
level of distractedness with the 
internet,” said director Mary 
Schnitzler. “The actors had fun 
exploring the phenomena of 
‘celebrity’ and what it means to 
be famous for something that 
doesn’t really require skill.” 

: 2017-2018
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Carnivorous 
Comedy

W hitfield’s spring theater 
production, “Little  
Shop of Horrors,” 

ran April 26-29, 2018. The 
clever, campy comedy with a 
1960s doo-wop sound follows 
a down-on-his luck floral shop 
worker who allows his craving for 

fame and fortune to seduce him into playing nursemaid to a bloodthirsty 
plant. A twisted and murderous love triangle ensues as the plant 
demands more, more, and more.

“I absolutely love this show! It is a hilarious take-off on the classic  
'B monster movies’ and the music is terrific—it really sticks with you!”  
said Director of Productions Amy Allen Cano. 

InIn Spired

Perspective 
Matters

T he middle school spring 
play, “What You Don’t 
Know,” was performed 

March 13-15, 2018. The play, 
an original script created 
by director Keith Borzillo, 
with input from the cast, is 
a character study of how 
14 middle school students 
perceive an argument that erupts as they are going to 
lunch. When things get a little intense, the group freezes 
in a tableau and then one by one, the characters peel 
off to deliver individual monologues and share their 
reflections on what happened.

“This cast is a very talented group of students who are 
excellent at improvisation,” said Borzillo. “As a result, 
this script was created with more of their individual 
voices and was an authentic reflection of some of the 
challenges of the middle school experience.”

Local & National Honors

Liam Dean ’19, Josh Paine ’18 
and Mick Santose ’19 were 
nominated for the 2018 St. Louis 
High School Musical Theatre 
Awards (SLHSMTA). Josh (voice) 
and Mick (manipulation) were 
nominated for Outstanding 
Supporting Actor for their role 
as Audrey II in “Little Shop of 
Horrors.” Liam was nominated 
for and won Best Outstanding 
Actor for his role as Seymour 
Krelboyne in “Little Shop of 
Horrors.”  

After winning the regional 
competition, Liam was just one 
of 80 rising stars selected from 
over 100,000 participants across 
the country as a nominee for the 
National High School Musical 
Theatre Awards™ (the Jimmy® 
Awards) which are a national 
celebration of outstanding 
student achievement, 
recognizing individual artistry 
in vocal, dance, and acting 
performance and elevating 
the importance of theatre arts 
education in schools.



12

Senior Retrospective

W hitfield’s Senior Retrospective is the annual exhibit 
that showcases both the best work and the artistic 

evolution of graduating seniors in the school’s visual arts 
program. This year, 27 seniors participated in the show. 
Each year, the show begins with an opening reception 
and the work is on display throughout the school. 

InIn Spired

2018 SENIOR RETROSPECTIVE ARTISTS

Zoe Alper 
Luke Anderson 
Carli Besemer 
Stina Berthold 
Ally Brown 
Erin Carroll 
Jack Carswell 
Sophia Chrysler 
Elizabeth Cohen 
Eric Dalton 
Noah Elmore 
Cande Gervasoni 
Lindsey Grigg 
Noah Hardy 

Ellie Margulis 
Lydia Meyer 
Jack Morgan 
CJ Niblett 
Max Peckinpaugh 
Tyrese Peoples 
Sydnei Pitts 
Ava Richards 
Ellen Steinman 
Rachel Van de Riet 
Josie Wagner 
Sylvia Wang 
Torrence Watson

Empty Bowls

W hitfield ceramists created a number of bowls and ceramic pieces  
to donate to this year’s Operation Food Search Empty Bowls event.  

Now in its 19th year, the Empty Bowls event recognizes National Hunger  
and Homeless Awareness Week. Whitfield faculty member Luke Cano and  
his students have participated in the event every year since its inception.

Mr. Cano and Sarah Cordeal, parent of alumni Henry Cordeal ‘06 and 
Whitfield substitute teacher, also created pieces for this year’s event.

Work by (from top left to right):  Luke Anderson, Ellie Margulis, Eric Dalton, 
Lindsey Grigg, Cande Gervasoni, Zoe Alper, Erin Carroll

: 2017-2018
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Jack Carswell ‘18

“I really like this 
picture because I 
think it’s funny and 
shows that I have a 
sense of humor which 
is an important part 
of my identity. I was 
born in the Ukraine 
and have grown up 
in the United States 
so the American flag 
bandana on my head 
could be interpreted 
as a tie to this culture.”

Sydnei Pitts ‘18

 “I picked this photo 
because I wanted 
to show an emotion 
that was positive. At 
times, I can be a little 
negative so I wanted 
to reflect myself in 
a more optimistic 
manner. I think this 
picture definitely 
captured that—I’m 
looking up and the 
color yellow is warm 
and makes you feel 
kind of happy.”

Erin Carroll ‘18

“I’m into nature and 
being outdoors. I like 
having the giant leaf 
in front of my face 
which could show 
how I sometimes 
put up a façade until 
someone gets to 
know me.”

Sylvia Wang ‘18 

“I chose this picture 
because it is a 
professional photo 
taken of me last 
summer when I was 
back in China. I was 
watching my favorite 
horse compete in an 
event and I really like 
the photo.”

Elizabeth Cohen ‘18

“I picked this photo 
because it shows me 
in my adolescence 
and how I normally 
am versus a more 
composed senior 
portrait photo. This is 
a more natural look.”

Self-Portrait as a Reflection of Culture

InIn Spired

Congratulations to Ava Richards ‘18 
who received top honors/Gold 
ratings for the two vocal solos she 
performed at the Missouri State 
High School Activities Association 
(MSHSAA) State Solo and 
Ensemble Festival. 

Congratulations to Jake Tessler ‘19 
who received a top honor/Gold 
rating for the instrumental solo he 
performed at the Missouri State 
High School Activities Association 
(MSHSAA) State Solo and 
Ensemble Festival.

S eniors in Advanced Studio Painting use art as a 
vehicle to deconstruct and re-interpret images 

and contemporary topics while addressing their own 
personal aesthetic. For their self-portrait project, 
students were asked to consider the influence of culture: 
how culture influences who they are and how they 
influence culture. To do this, students first selected 
a photo that captured their authentic self. Then, they 
focused in on one facet within the photo—illuminating  
it through this self-portrait.

“We talked about how culture can be a whole collection 
of things,” said faculty member Jim Daniels. “Culture 
isn’t just about race, religion, or identity. It’s something 
bigger than yourself, something that is outside of 
yourself that you work within.”
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The Steward Scholars Program

O ne of the many impactful programs made 
possible by gifts to Achieving the Vision:  
The Campaign for Whitfield is the Steward 

Scholars Program. Established in 2017 through the 
generosity of the Steward Family Foundation and the 
United Way of Greater St. Louis, the Steward Scholars 
Program is the culmination of a ten year collaboration 
between Whitfield School and the Steward family.  
This unique program layers Whitfield’s rigorous 
curriculum with enrichment, mentorship and significant 
tuition assistance.

These young men and women in grades 7 – 12  
are selected for their potential to achieve academic 
success and to grow into inspirational leaders.  
In addition to meeting high academic expectations, 
Steward Scholars develop life skills, relationships  
and the confidence to pursue their ambitions.

During their inaugural year (2017-2018), the Steward 
Scholars participated in a variety of educational, 
service and cultural experiences. They hosted an 
all-school presentation by Dr. Danielle Lee, visiting 
assistant professor of biology at Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville, who shared her life story while 
encouraging the students to pursue their passions. 
The Scholars enjoyed a day of bowling with individuals 
associated with the St. Louis Arc, an organization that 
serves more than 4,000 children, teens, and adults with 
autism spectrum disorders, Down syndrome, intellectual 
and other developmental disabilities. The Scholars 
co-hosted a Financial Literacy program with Whitfield’s 
Black Student Union.

Finally, during Spring Break, Whitfield’s eight Scholars, 
Program Director Dr. Miller Boyd and Program 
Administrator Barbara Sams traveled to Washington 
D.C. for four action-packed days. As the capstone 
experience for the inaugural year of the program, the 
goals of the trip were to introduce students to role 
models for leadership and community activism, explore 
the governmental process, and inspire vision and focus 
for each student’s future. 

“The idea of taking the students to Washington, 
D.C. aligns with the mission of the Steward Scholars 
program,” said Barbara Sams. “One of the program’s 
goals is to develop leaders who want to come back and 
be engaged in their community. In order to do that, we 
need to help our students develop an understanding of 
how change and governance work. D.C. is such a perfect 
location to provide students with current and historical 
perspectives, and exposure to a variety of different 
types of institutions.”

For Kenny Hill ’20, the experience of being in the U.S. 
Capitol Building and meeting with elected officials 
and their staff members helped solidify his plans for 
the future. “Before this trip, I had an idea that I wanted 
to pursue a career where I use my voice to help others 
and to affect social change,” said Hill. “Touring the 
Capitol Building, talking with Senator McCaskill and 
Representatives Clay and Waters, and learning about the 
governmental process was an inspirational experience 
for me. That’s where I see myself after college—I see 
myself doing what they are doing, which is working  
to change our country in a positive way.”

Plans for the Steward Scholar Program in the 2018-2019 
school year include:

• Expanding the program from eight to 10 students
• Launching an Advisory Board
• Connecting Scholars with community mentors,  

in addition to continuing their work with an  
on-campus mentor

• Partnering with Whitfield student organizations  
to expand the impact of the program

The Steward Family Foundation was created by  
David, Sr., Thelma, David, Jr., and Kimberly Steward. 
Kimberly is a Whitfield alumna, Class of 1999.   
Additional information regarding the Steward  
Scholars Program is available on Whitfield’s website:  
www.whitfieldschool.org/StewardScholars.

: 2017-2018

“One of the program’s goals is to develop 

leaders who want to come back and be engaged 

in their community. In order to do that, we need to 

help our students develop an understanding of how 

change and governance work. D.C. is such a perfect 

location to provide students with current and 

historical perspectives, and exposure to a variety of 

different types of institutions.”      — Barbara Sams, Program Administrator
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College Prep through Character Education

W hitfield’s engaging, college preparatory 
curriculum honors the interests and 
individuality of every student. The foundation 

of our approach to college prep is character education. 

Character education has always 
been an essential component of 
Whitfield’s curriculum. For decades 
the informal Whitfield motto has 
been: Be kind and do the right 
thing. In 2014 we began a formal 
character education curriculum 
coined, the Habits of Mind and 
Heart, or just, the Habits.

There are six Habits: Ethical 
Conduct, Cultural Competence, 
Citizenship, Mindfulness, Leadership and Scholarship. 
Through the curriculum, coupled with an emphasis on 
the importance of a growth mindset, we improve social 
and emotional intelligence, encourage critical reflection 
for academic and personal growth, and help our 
students discover and hone the strengths they will need 
to be effective citizens and leaders. 

Whitfield’s Advisory Program is the formal platform for 
delivering the Habits of Mind and Heart curriculum. A 
deliberate and purposeful Advisory curriculum, specific 
to each grade level, features activities designed to help 
students interpret, understand and embrace the Habits.

Informally, the Habits are woven throughout almost 
every class and subject area. For example, in math, 
students talk about what it means to persevere and learn 
how to effectively advocate for themselves when they 
don’t understand a concept (Scholarship). In science, 

students and faculty discuss ethical considerations that 
come up in research (Ethical Behavior). In our humanities 
classes, the Habits of Cultural Competence, Citizenship 
and Leadership are mainstays in classroom discussions.

The Habit of Mindfulness pervades 
all departments.

“What we know from the last 
30 plus years of neuroscience 
research is that any human mind 
works best and learns the best 
when it is both calm and alert,” 
said Director of Health and 
Wellness Ginny Fendell. “Through 
practicing Mindfulness, students 
learn how to control their own 

attention and physiology so that they can be calm and 
alert and ready for learning. As we practice mindfulness, 
we develop a willingness to be curious and accepting.”

Each year the Habits curriculum begins with all 
students—at every grade level—and faculty taking the 
VIA Survey of Character Strengths. The VIA classification 
consists of 24 positive traits that are valued universally 
(across cultures, religions, nations, and belief systems) 
and describe what is best about human beings. 
The survey results provide a common language for 
recognizing and developing what is best in ourselves 
and in others.

“At Whitfield, we start from a position of what is strong 
instead of what is wrong,” said Fendell. “All character 
strengths are ‘buildable’ and with deliberate practice 
can be strengthened over time—particularly as we 
employ our growth mindsets.”

Congratulations to 
the Whitfield students 
who competed in the 
Excellence in Mathematics 
Competition on Saturday, 
November 4, 2017. More 
than 36 teams and 600 
individual students 
competed from around  
the region.

TEAM AWARDS (out of 36 schools) 
9th grade team: 4th place 
10th grade team: 4th place 
12th grade team: 3rd place

INDIVIDUAL AWARDS 
Danny Sallis ’21: 3rd place/9th grade 
Mohan Li ’20: 5th place/10th grade 
Andrew Bergantz ’18: 5th place/12th grade

535508 618 

“At Whitfield, we start from  

a position of what is strong instead  

of what is wrong.”      — Ginny Fendell,  Director of Health 
and Wellness
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Cultural Competence in Action

A t Whitfield, we prepare our students for 
success in college, the workplace and in life. 
An integral component of that preparation 

includes providing a diverse student body—currently 
representation from 150+ feeder schools, 60+ zip 
codes, and many home countries—which broadens 
the perspectives and experiences shared in class 
discussions and opens Whitfield students to cultures 
and experiences outside of their own.  

Whitfield’s international 
student program 
enriches the diversity of 
our community. For the 
2017-2018 academic year, 
Whitfield has enrolled 19 
students from five different 
countries: Bolivia, China, 
Greece, Vietnam, and 
Jamaica. 

To further strengthen 
our international student 
program, Whitfield 
formalized a multi-dimen-
sional partnership with 
Xinfuxue (“new classical”) 
school in Beijing. Xinfuxue 
is an independent school 
in the northern suburbs 
of Beijing with about 
400 students in grades K – 12, all of whom expect 
to eventually matriculate to universities in the west. 
Xinfuxue’s classes are much smaller than those found in 
China’s public schools, averaging about 30 students per 
group, and the instructional approach is much closer 
to what you expect to find in a Whitfield classroom. The 
teachers and administrators, along with most of the 
students, have a western orientation and tend to speak 
English well.  The next two to three years, and beyond, 
hold great promise for collaboration between our two 

schools involving student and teacher visits in both 
directions, and eventually our enrolling a small, select 
number of Xinfuxue juniors and seniors at Whitfield.

With a sustained international student group in St. Louis, 
and expanding presence in China, we have created 
faculty and staff assignments to support the program. 
Language faculty member Rick Gamp is Whitfield’s 
ESL teacher and Sara Rodney, who retired as assistant 

principal at the end of 
last year, will chart a new 
course as International 
Program Administrator. 
Finally, Jack Harasimowicz 
joins the Whitfield faculty, 
and will be stationed 
at Xinfuxue in Beijing, 
China to implement a 
hybrid Chinese/ American 
curriculum for a new 
degree program within 
their larger program. 

“The success of Whitfield’s 
international program is to 
the credit of our school’s 
openness to new ideas, 
to our mutual recognition 
of the need to adapt to 
global realities, and to our 
warmth and hospitality 

as a community,” said Head of School John Delautre. 
“There is no doubt, as we prepare our students for the 
21st workplace and society, that there is strategic value 
in adding students from different parts of the world to 
our mix. But beyond that practical value, the benefits of 
interacting on a daily basis with friends and colleagues 
from around the world are undeniable in terms of 
increasing this community’s collective global awareness 
and cultural competence.”

“ There is no doubt, as we prepare our 

students for the 21st workplace and society, 

that there is strategic value in adding students 

from different parts of the world to our mix; 

but beyond that practical value, the benefits 

of interacting on a daily basis with friends 

and colleagues from around the world 

are undeniable in terms of increasing this 

community’s collective global awareness and 

cultural competence.”            — John Delautre, Head of School

I nI n The study of: 2017-2018

Congratulations to Olivia “Liv” Hand ’21 whose TED talk was chosen for TED-Ed’s 
“Let’s Be Better” series. In her eight-minute talk, “Why Do Bullies Bully?” Liv shares 
her quest to understand the psychology of a bully.  Liv produced her TED talk in 
English class. Ashley Hastey, Whitfield’s instructional technology coordinator,  
guided students through the TED-Ed Club curriculum which included brainstorming 
sessions and hand-written journal entries. From there, students adapted the writing 
to interactive outlines on Google Docs and produced their TED Talks. 
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Thank You, Vicki Finn

V icki Finn, Whitfield’s longtime friend and 
employee, retired at the conclusion of the 
2017-2018 academic year.  Vicki’s warm and 

enthusiastic welcome was a constant feature of  
our school for 20 years.  Her sincere smile set the 
tone for all who entered our lobby, helping parents, 
visitors, alumni and students feel included in  
our community.

Previous to her service as school receptionist, Vicki served as Executive 
Assistant to the President, Dr. Mary Burke, and as Parent Relations 
Coordinator.  Prior to joining the Whitfield staff, she was an active 
Whitfield parent (Matt Sokolich ’96) and held several volunteer roles, 
including Co-Chair of the 1996 Prom Committee, 10th grade Parent 
Liaison 1993-1994, bookstore volunteer, and Whitfield Hockey Club 
parent volunteer.  Since 2000 Vicki enjoyed the unique opportunity  
to work alongside her daughter, Kelly Edwards, Whitfield’s Director  
of Development.

No Question About It

W hitfield parents, alumni, parents of alumni, and friends filled 
Woods Hall for Trivia Night on Saturday, February 3, 2018.  
Gil Gross and his wife Shari (Maya ‘16, Isabella ‘14) created  

all the questions and hosted this fun-filled evening. Special thanks  
to our sponsors—the Davies family, the Radoman family and the  
Johnson family.

Commitment 
to Scholarship

W hitfield faculty are 
deeply committed to 

professional development 
and innovation. They take 
seriously life-long learning for 
personal enrichment and for 
the betterment of our teaching 
and learning community. They 
constantly review new research, 
then revise their curriculum 
and approach with emerging 
best practices. As a result, our 
teachers continue to strengthen 
their ability to prepare our 
students for college and for life.

Monthly, the full faculty comes 
together to dialogue in Faculty 
Forum.  These sessions are 
designed to build community 
among the adults in the 
building, through organized, 
yet relaxed, professional 
development.  Peers lead 
one another to review short- 
and long-term goals, discuss 
pedagogical topics and share 
instructional strategies.

Before the start of the year, 
Upper School Director Sara 
Ringe collaborates with 
department chairs to identify 
discussion topics.  Past topics 
have included: What does it 
mean to build a student-cen-
tered classroom? How do we do 
‘less is more’ in a 21st century 
school? How can we leverage 
our size? 

“We select topics that 
will facilitate invigorating 
discussions and cultivate 
the mission-centered ideals 
of innovation, collaboration 
and trust in our community 
of teachers,” said Ringe. 
“Participating in Faculty Forum 
is one of the many ways we are 
living our mission.”
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Outgoing Board of Trustees: Thank you for your service & support
BRIAN CURTIN (Alexandra ‘16, Anna ’18) was elected to the Board in 2014 and served on the Committee on Trustees.  
He was a member of the Committee on Sustainability through the Strategic Planning process.  

PAUL DIEMER (Blake ‘10, Griffin ‘12) was elected to the Board in 2008 and served on the Executive Committee, 
Committee on Trustees, Strategic Planning Committee and Head of School Search Committee.  He was Board Chair 
from 2011 – 2014 and, along with wife, Sheri, chaired Achieving the Vision: The Campaign for Whitfield.  Paul is a 2018 
recipient of The Chairman’s Award.

DJ MEYER (Lydia ‘18) was elected to the Board in 2015 and served on the Committee on Trustees.  He was a member 
of the Program and Curriculum Committee through the Strategic Planning process.  

DAVID OTT ’91 (Annabelle ’21, Caroline ’22) was elected to the Board in 2012 and served on the Executive 
Committee and was a member of the Committee on Sustainability through the Strategic Planning process.  During 
his tenure, he chaired the Finance & Asset Oversight Committee and served as Board Secretary.  David is the 2017 
recipient of the Elizabeth Woods Bradbury Outstanding Alumni Award.

RAY VAN DE RIET (Eric ’12, Alex ’14, Rachel ’18) was elected to the Board in 2008 and served on the Executive 
Committee and was a member of the Committee on Sustainability through the Strategic Planning process.  During 
his tenure, he chaired the Finance & Asset Oversight Committee and Head of School Search Committee.  He served 
terms as Vice Chair and Treasurer of the Board.  Ray is the 2017 recipient of the Mary Leyhe Burke Award.

KIM WATSON (Torrence ’18) was elected to the Board in 2017 as she began her tenure as President of Whitfield’s 
Parents’ Council.  She was a member of the Parents’ Council Parent Liaisons and Booster Club.  She chaired the 
Parents’ Council Executive Committee.  Kim is the 2018 recipient of the Louis Lazarus Award.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES, 2017-2018
FRONT ROW: Philip B. Cady Jr. ’70, Secretary Kinyetta Alexander, Desiree White, Don Jubel, Karen Myers, Patrick Murphy

MIDDLE ROW: DJ Meyer, William Margulis, Phil Levy, Dana Borchert ’01, Brian Curtin

BACK ROW: Ray Van de Riet, Vice Chair Jessica Hoerman, Head of School John Delautre,  
Chair Paul Minorini,  Treasurer David Ott ’91, Paul Diemer

NOT PICTURED: Akberet Boykin Farr, Ghan Mehta, Steve Nordlund, David Payne,  
Bruno B. Schmitter, Wayne L. Smith II, Kimberly Watson, James Williams Jr.
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Raise those bid numbers!Bruno and Judy Schmitter, Candy and Flip ‘70 Cady,  
Mary Beth and Ted ‘70 Engler

Parents of the Class of 2015 with John Delautre

Montage co-chairs, Pat Hill, Dawn Jungermann  
and Lisa Hermann

Warrior Now, Whitfield Forever

W hitfield School’s Montage 
Auction 2018 was a celebration 
of our wonderful school 

community. This year’s auction theme was 
“Warrior Now, Whitfield Forever!”  Nearly 
250 current parents, alumni, parents of 
alumni, grandparents, and faculty and 
staff members attended. The evening  
was a great success, raising a net total  
of $220,000! All funds raised at Montage 
contribute to Whitfield’s Annual Fund.

Akberet Boykin-Farr, Janet Williams, Tracie Goffe ,  
Cecilia Harris, Gary Gunter and Lisa Jackson-Terry

Emily Deffner Longfellow ‘07 and 
Carolyn Cady Spenner ‘07
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Whitfield’s Community Service Club spearheaded a Halloween costume drive 
during the month of October and collected over 160 new and gently-used 
costumes for children served by Kingdom House.  Later that month, Whitfield 
students co-hosted a Halloween party  held at Kingdom House. This is the 11th 
year that Whitfield has partnered with Kingdom House on this festive initiative.

I nI n the life of

Whitfield students, faculty and staff participated in the 
100 Neediest Cases program through the United Way 
and brightened the holiday season for 40 families.

Whitfield volunteers, along with 
volunteers from 20 other areas schools, 
participated in the St. Louis World Food 
Day Rally Night on Friday, November 3, 
2017. Whitfield volunteers packed 60 
boxes in three hours which equals 2,160 
meals! Over 200,000 meals were made 
and packaged during the event.

Nearly 30 students in grades 9-12 participated in the 
Whitfield Model UN Club (WMUN), one of the largest 
scholastic Model UN clubs in the entire St. Louis area. 
WMUN delegates had successful sessions at the Civitas 
Model UN General Assembly simulations this year. 

Thank you to everyone 
who supported the blood 
drive on March 14, 2018. 
The Red Cross collected 
42 units - an amount 
which could save  
102 lives!

Agha Haider ‘21 
was the 2017 
recipient of the 
Outstanding 
Youth in 
Philanthropy 
Award from 
the St. Louis 

Regional Chapter of the Association of 
Fundraising Professionals (AFP). The 
award is given by the AFP in recognition 
of achievements that have had a major 
impact on a community, national, and/or 
international level. Agha and his fellow 
honorees were celebrated at the AFP 
annual luncheon on November 14, 2017.

: 2017-2018

H a b i t s  i n  A c t i o n
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1. Student Council Co-Sponsor Jim Daniels 
and Andrew Bergantz ’18, Student Council 
Student of the Year Award recipient

2. English Department Chair Larry Hays and 
Sarah Harvey ’22, recipient of the Nancy 
Clukies Middle School English Award 

3. Fine Arts Department Chair Cara Foster 
and Vishal Vaheesan ’22, Director’s Award 
for Chorus recipient 

4. Flip Cady ’70, Maddie Seemiller ’20, Philip 
B. Cady Scholar Award recipient, and Head 
of School John Delautre

5. Head of School John Delature with 
Katherine Hanrahan ’18, recipient of the 
Head’s Leadership Award 

6. Director of Athletics Mike Potsou and 
Brooke Berry ’18, St. Louis Post Dispatch 
Scholar Athlete recipient 

7. Mathematics Department Chair Tanya 
Bergantz and Aiden Cizek ’23, recipient  
of the American Mathematics Competition 
8 Award 

8. Co-Director of College Counseling Barbara 
Sams and Maria Pace ’19, recipient of the 
University of Rochester George Eastman 
Young Leaders Award 

9. Social Studies Department Chair Michal 
Kwiecien and Lucy Warren ’18, recipient of 
the High School Social Studies Award 

10. Jane Piper Gleason ’70, Abigail Kurten ’19, 
Jane Piper Gleason ’70 St. Louis Scholar 
Award recipient, and Head of School John 
Delautre 

11. Director of Middle School Jarrett Young 
and Emma Casado ’23, Jamie Snow 
Pannebecker Award recipient 

12. Faculty member Matt Politte, recipient of 
the Janet Esrock Spirit of Whitfield Award, 
with members of his family and Principal 
Ruth Greathouse

13. Principal Ruth Greathouse, recipient  
of the Lola B. Goodwin Building  
Community Award, members of Ruth’s 
family, Rickey Goodwin, and Head of  
School John Delautre 

14. Faculty member Cipriano Casado, recipient 
of the George A. Newton Outstanding 
Teacher Award, members of Cipriano’s 
family, Head of School John Delautre, and 
Ginger Newton Jacobi '73 

15. Head of School John Delautre and  
Sophia Chrysler ’18, the Peter Maack Ellis ’71 
Senior of the Year Award recipient 

Awards Day Celebration l Whitfield’s annual Awards Day ceremony was held 
Tuesday, May 29, 2018. This event is a celebration of achievement in academics, athletics, the arts, leadership, 
community service, and school spirit. Congratulations to all award recipients!
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Congratulations Class of 2018

W hitfield School awarded diplomas to 75 students during the annual 
commencement ceremony held on Wednesday, May 30, 2018 in the 
school’s Cady Athletic Center. Students received their diplomas from 

Head of School John Delautre and their medallions from Board of Trustees Chair 
Paul Minorini. The senior class address was given by Ian Laffey, class president. 
The commencement address was given by Raj Bhuyan ‘86, senior vice president, 
Tactical Wealth Advisors of Raymond James and Associates.

An impressive eighty percent of the class received honorary/merit/athletic 
scholarships totaling $3,065,720.

I nI n the life of

Ian Laffey '18, senior class 
president

CHAIRMAN’S AWARD
Sheri and Paul Diemer

LOUIS LAZARUS AWARD
Kim Watson

MARY LEYHE BURKE AWARD
Karen Myers

Raj Bhuyan '86, keynote 
speaker

During the 
ceremony, 

awards were 
presented to 
the following 

individuals:

: 2017-2018
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I nI n the life of

College Choices for 2018 Graduates 
Zoe Claire Alper Indiana University at Bloomington

Luke Ian Anderson  Samford University

Samual Benjamin Ayers  Syracuse University

Maria Eleni Bampiri Lyon College 

Gray Elliott Barnes Butler University

Elizabeth Anne Bell  DePauw University 

Andrew Joseph Bergantz  Washington University in St. Louis 

Brooke Elizabeth Berry Bowdoin College

Stina Gabrielle Berthold   Colorado State University 

Carlissa Mackenzie Besemer  University of Missouri, Columbia 

Calvin Craig Bidner  Florida Institute of Technology 

William Martin Boldt  United States Military Academy 
Preparatory School

Katherine Denise Brison   Bradley University 

Allison Rae Brown  Loyola University Chicago 

Isaac Sage Tice Butler   Creighton University

Erin Grace Carroll   Maryland Institute College of Art

Jackson Alexander Carswell  Kansas State University

Sophia Rennae Chrysler   University of Tulsa 

Elizabeth Marie Cohen  Fashion Institute of Technology 

Anna Luck Curtin   Southern Methodist University 

Eric Mitchell Dalton   Otterbein University 

Max Michael Darrah  United States Military Academy 

Jacques Sandis Darwin  Truman State University 

Jeffrey Michael Ditter, Jr.  Missouri University of Science  
and Technology 

Grant Ian Duchars   Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology

Miles Alexander Elkins   Missouri Baptist University 

Noah Alexander Elmore   Missouri State University

Binyamin Yeshaya Fredman  University of Maryland, College Park 

Autumn Elizabeth Freund  University of Washington 

George William Georges   University of Wyoming 

María Candela Gervasoni   Columbia College Chicago

Kennedi Lynn Ginger   Tulane University 

Lindsey Kate Grigg  University of Colorado,  
Colorado Springs 

Edward August James Hahn   University of Wyoming 

Andrew Shai Hanin   University of Pittsburgh

Katherine Corin Hanrahan Belmont University 

Noah Gregory Hardy   DePauw University

Jordan Alexander Harris  Washington University in St. Louis 

Trinity Dru Hodges   Rockhurst University

Emily Ann Kampen   Oxford College of Emory University 

Ian Conrad Laffey McGill University 

Taylor S. Lawson-Hicks   Moberly Area Community College

Bradley Lipkowitz Otterbein University 

Eleanor Susan Margulis   DePauw University 

Michael Donovan McAteer  United States Military Academy 
Preparatory School

Anusha G. Mehta  University of Wisconsin, Madison 

Lydia Jordan Meyer   Arizona State University 

John Benjamin Morgan   University of Puget Sound 

Clyde Niblett, Jr.   Maryville University 

John Alexander Nichols   University of Minnesota, Twin Cities 

Joshua Emmanuel Paine  Morehouse College 

Maxwell David Peckinpaugh   Ohio Wesleyan University 

Dawei Pei   Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 

Tyrese C. Peoples   University of Tulsa 

Makayla Aneise Perkins  Boston College 

Sydnei Raye Pitts   Loyola Marymount University 

Carlie Faith Pratt   Missouri State University 

Wenjun (Flora) Qin  Pennsylvania State University, 
Harrisburg 

Amechi Marrion Ramsey  University of North Texas 

Hailey Madison Rich   University of Wisconsin, Madison

Ava Maren Richards   The New School 

Zakai Rose   Washington University in St. Louis

Julian Shniter  The University of Tampa 

Ari Jacob Singer  University of Delaware 

Sidney David Starr   Loyola Marymount University 

Ellen Clare Steinman  University of Arkansas 

Jake Anthony Tubbesing   Loyola University Chicago 

Rachel Lauren Van de Riet  Lindenwood University 

Josie Isabelle Wagner   Tufts University 

Ruling Wang   Drexel University

Lucille Elizabeth Warren  University of Southern California 

Torrence Gentry Watson   University of Missouri, Columbia 

Tarik Amir Wilkinson  University of Southern California 

Olivia Elizabeth Wuestner  Bradley University 

Sheng Zhou  Santa Clara University 



24

Cross Country 
Whitfield’s boys and girls cross country teams won  
the Class 2, District 2 championships. This was the 
seventh consecutive district title for the boys team  

and the fifth consecutive title for the girls team.  
Anna Curtin ’18 was an individual district champion. 

Drew Smith ’19 placed 23rd at the Missouri State  
High School Activities Association (MSHSAA)  

Cross Country Championships earning All-State 
Honors for the second consecutive year.

Volleyball
Whitfield’s varsity volleyball team won the  

Class 2, District 6 championship and advanced to the 
quarterfinal round of the Missouri State High School 
Activities Association (MSHSAA) state tournament.

POST SEASON AWARDS

ALL-CONFERENCE TEAM
1ST TEAM: Anya Mehta ‘20  

HONORABLE MENTION: Sophia Chrysler ’18 
HONORABLE MENTION: Emily Kampen ’18

ALL-DISTRICT TEAM
1ST TEAM: Sophia Chrysler ’18, Anya Mehta ’20 

2ND TEAM: Emily Kampen ’18

ALL-STATE TEAM
Anya Mehta ‘20

Dance Team 
Whitfield’s dance competition team finished in  

third place overall at the Missouri Dance State Team 
Championships. The Warriors earned first place  

in mix and fourth place in Pom. 

RECORD SETTING SEASON  
FOR ISAAC BUTLER ‘18

Congratulations to Isaac Butler ’18 who now 
holds the Whitfield single-season scoring 
record with 37 goals.  He surpassed the 
previous record of 32 goals held by Todd 
Wallace ’00. Head Coach Mike Quante and 
Todd Wallace ’00 presented Isaac with the 
soccer ball used in the record-setting game. 
He ranks fourth in total goals with 57 for his 
four-year career. Jay Alberts ’99 ranks first with 
76 goals. Isaac was also selected to play in 
the Missouri Athletic Club (MAC) North/South 
Senior All-Star game.

Pictured here are Head Coach Mike Quante, 
Isaac Butler ‘18, Todd Wallace ‘00 and Head of 
School John Delautre 

: 2017-2018I nI n step with
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Girls Basketball
The varsity girls basketball team defeated Clark 

County 60-42 to win third place in the Missouri State 
High School Activities Association (MSHSAA) Class 3 

state tournament. The Warriors advanced to the  
Final Four for the second consecutive season.

POST SEASON AWARDS

MISSOURI BASKETBALL COACHES ASSOCIATION 
ALL-STATE  Aijha Blackwell ‘19

ALL-USA MISSOURI GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM   
Aijha Blackwell ‘19

ALL-METRO  Aijha Blackwell ’19

ALL-DISTRICT
PLAYER OF THE YEAR: Aijha Blackwell ‘19 

Tajah Foster-Walker ‘19, Taylor Lawson-Hicks ‘18,  
Nia Griffin ‘19

MWAA ALL CONFERENCE
1ST TEAM: Aijha Blackwell ‘19 

2ND TEAM: Taja Foster-Walker ‘19 
HONORABLE MENTION: Nia Griffin ‘19 

HONORABLE MENTION: Taylor Lawson-Hicks ‘18

Boys Basketball
The varsity boys basketball team advanced  
to the Class 3 Missouri State High School  

Activities Association (MSHSAA) quarterfinals.  
The Warriors were denied a third consecutive  

Class 3 state semifinal appearance with the  
78-68 quarterfinal loss to Charleston.

POST SEASON AWARDS

MISSOURI BASKETBALL COACHES ASSOCIATION 
CLASS 3 PLAYER OF THE YEAR

Torrence Watson ‘18

MISSOURI BASKETBALL COACHES ASSOCIATION 
ALL-STATE  Torrence Watson ‘18

MISSOURI BASKETBALL COACHES ASSOCIATION 
ACADEMIC ALL-STATE

Ben Ayers ‘18

2017-2018 ALL-USA MISSOURI BOYS  
BASKETBALL TEAM  Torrence Watson ‘18

ALL-METRO
Torrence Watson ’18 

ALL-DISTRICT
Amechi Ramsey ’18, Luther Taylor ’19,  

Torrence Watson ‘18

TORRENCE WATSON ’18 NAMED GATORADE MISSOURI BOYS PLAYER OF THE YEAR

Congratulations to Torrence Watson ’18, the 2017-2018 Gatorade Missouri 
Boys Basketball Player of the Year. The award, which recognizes not only 
outstanding athletic excellence, but also high standards of academic 
achievement and exemplary character demonstrated on and off the field, 
distinguishes Watson as Missouri’s best high school boys basketball player.

The 6'4", 175-pound senior guard led the Warriors to a 21-8 season and 
a trip to the Class 3 state quarterfinals. A year after leading the St. Louis 
metro area in scoring as a junior, Torrence repeated the feat, averaging  
31 points along with 6.7 rebounds and 2.8 assists per game. A four-time 
Class 3 All-State honoree, he eclipsed 2,500 points for his high school 
career, finishing with 2,755.

I nI n step with
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Wrestling
Whitfield’s varsity wrestling team won the Class 1 Missouri State  

High School Activities Association (MSHSAA) wrestling 
championship.  

The Warriors finished with 240 points, the third-highest score in state  
history. Whitfield’s nine finalists and 10 medalists are the most in  

program history. This is Whitfield’s seventh wrestling  
team title (2008, 2009, 2012, 2013, 2015, 2017, 2018).

STATE MEDALISTS
Individual State Champions

J.R. Ditter ’18 (two-time state champion) • Logan Ferrero ’21 
Connor McAteer ’20 • Mike McAteer ’18 (four-time state champion) 

Zac Russell ’19

Second Place
Bill Boldt ’18

Max Darrah ’18
Noah Elmore ’18

Wade Raeman ’19

Fourth Place
Ethan Hovis ’19

POST SEASON AWARDS

ST LOUIS POST-DISPATCH ALL- METRO WRESTLING

1ST TEAM: Mike McAteer ‘18
2ND TEAM: Max Darrah ‘18, JR Ditter ‘18, Logan Ferrero ‘21,  

Connor McAteer ‘20, Zac Russell ‘19
3RD TEAM: Noah Elmore ‘18, Wade Raeman ‘19

St. Louis Wrestling Officials Association All STL Team
Logan Ferrero ‘21

Connor McAteer ‘20
Mike McAteer ‘18
Wade Raeman ‘19

Wrestling USA Magazine’s All-American Team 
Mike McAteer ‘18

Wrestling USA Magazine’s All-American Honorable Mention
Max Darrah ‘18 JR Ditter ‘18

Missouri Wrestling Association Academic All-State
Max Darrah ‘18

 JR Ditter ‘18
Logan Ferrero ‘21
Wade Raeman ‘19

CLASS 1 DISTRICT 1 WRESTLER OF THE YEAR: JR Ditter ‘18 
HEAD COACH OF THE YEAR (ALL CLASS): Charlie Sherertz 

ASSISTANT COACH OF THE YEAR (ALL CLASS): Buddy Smith

AIJHA BLACKWELL ’19 
SELECTED TO USA U18 
NATIONAL TEAM

Congratulations to Aijha 
Blackwell ‘19 who was selected 
to the 2018 USA Women’s U18 
(ages 18 and under) National 
Team. The team competed in 
the 2018 FIBA Americas U18 
Championship from Aug. 1-7 in 
Mexico City, Mexico. The team 
won an incredible ninth-straight 
gold medal and a qualifying 
berth into next summer’s 2019 
FIBA U19 World Cup.

Ice Hockey
Whitfield’s varsity ice hockey team 

won the Founders Cup with a 3-1 win 
over Clayton on February 23, 2018. 

The Warriors finished the regular 
season with a tie against Holt and 
a win over Francis Howell North to 
provide momentum heading into  

the Founders Cup tournament.  
Whitfield last won the Founders  

championship in 2014. 

: 2017-2018I nI n step with
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COLLEGIATE COMMITMENTS

Congratulations to the 11 Whitfield student-
athletes who made the commitment to 
continue their academic and athletic careers 
at the collegiate level. Family members, 
students, faculty and staff gathered in the 
school’s Intellectual Commons for the spirited 
celebration on April 20, 2018.

MARIALENA BAMPIRI ’18, Lyon College, 
volleyball

ERIC DALTON ’18, Otterbein University, 
lacrosse

JACK DARWIN ’18, Truman State University, 
baseball

MAX DARRAH ’18, USMA West Point, wrestling  
(not pictured)

MILES ELKINS ’18, Missouri Baptist University, 
track & field

TAYLOR LAWSON-HICKS ’18, Moberly Area 
Community College, basketball

BRAD LIPKOWITZ ’18, Otterbein University, 
baseball

ELLIE MARGULIS ’18, DePauw University,  
cross country

MIKE MCATEER ’18, USMA Preparatory School, 
wrestling (not pictured)

CARLIE PRATT ’18, Missouri State University, 
cheerleading

TORRENCE WATSON ’18, University of 
Missouri, basketball

Golf
Whitfield’s varsity golf team missed a second  
place finish in the District tournament by just  

two strokes. All five golfers qualified for sectionals 
and three golfers made the All-District Team.  

Clay Strege ’19 advanced to the MSHSAA  
Class 2 State Golf Championship and  

finished 40th out of 90 golfers.

Pictured above: Head Coach Mike Slater  
ALL-DISTRICT Clay Strege ‘19  

ALL-DISTRICT Sam Rubenstein ‘21  
ALL-DISTRICT Donny Diemer ‘20 

Jeb Cavess ‘19  
Assistant Coach Buddy Smith  
Not pictured: Sam Miller ‘19

Track & Field 
Congratulations to the track & field student-athletes 
who competed in the Class 3 Missouri State High 
School Activities Association (MSHSAA) Track & Field 
Championship. 

7TH PLACE TRIPLE JUMP: Miles Elkins ‘18

200 M: Luther Taylor ‘19

7TH PLACE BOYS 4X800M RELAY: Mathew Harkwell ‘20,  
Isaac Butler ‘18, John Nichols ‘18,  

Matt Schueddig ‘20, Danny Sallis ‘21, Drew Smith ‘19

WARRIORS IN THE NEWS

Check out all the great news  
coverage of Warrior Athletics by visiting:  
www.whitfieldschool/warriorsinthenews. 

I nI n step with
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Whitfield Welcomes New AHOF Class

W hitfield School welcomed the newest members to the Whitfield School Athletic Hall of Fame (AHOF) at an 
induction ceremony and dinner on May 5, 2018. Faculty, staff, alumni, alumni parents, family and friends 
gathered to celebrate and honor this year’s class.

WHITFIELD SCHOOL ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2018

Phabienne (Parker) Anderson ’01, athlete 
Jeff Cacciatore, coach 
Jared Johnson ’94, athlete 
Annette Parker ’01, athlete 
Brian Rogers ’92, athlete 
1994 State Championship Baseball Team (names listed below)
Jessie Axtell ‘94 
*Mark Baden ‘96 
*Kirk Daues ‘95 
Brad Finger ‘97 
Ryan Helmkamp ‘97 

Ryan Hetzer ‘95 
*Jared Johnson ‘94 
*Todd Lazarus ‘96 
*Mike McGinnis ‘96 
Robert Rahm ‘97 

Alex Schuchard ‘94 
*Jon Shine ‘96 
Custis Smith ‘97 
*Cory Spielberg ‘94 
Kris Weaver ‘95

*present at the induction ceremony

For additional information on Whitfield’s Athletic Hall of Fame,  
please visit www.whitfieldschool.org/athletichof

: 2017-2018I nI n step with

Annette Parker '01, Nikki Bunner, Phabienne (Parker) 
Anderson '01

Mark Baden '96, Jared Johnson '94

Jeff Cacciatore, John Delautre, Brian Rogers '92, Ruth Greathouse
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InIn touch

TO SUBMIT INFORMATION, PLEASE E-MAIL ALUMNI@WHITFIELDSCHOOL.ORG,  
VISIT WWW.WHITFIELDSCHOOL.ORG/ALUMNI OR MAIL TO ALUMNI NOTES/INSIGHTS:   
WHITFIELD SCHOOL  •  175 S. MASON RD.  •  ST. LOUIS, MO 63141

ALUMNI NOTES

1960s
DONNA BURST '68 is currently living 
in Missouri and enjoying time with her 
grandchildren.  

1970s
EUGENIA LUND DOLL '71 is currently 
working as an assistant supervisor of 
her church nursery as she is passionate 
about childcare. She also volunteers at 
the Humane Society of MO and has even 
adopted her own dog and cat. 

Congratulations to 
RICHARD ZEMPEL '71 
(pictured far right) 
who has retired from 
a 37-year career as 
an advertising 
creative director, 
media and music 
producer for brands 
such as Bud, Bud 
Light, Phillips 66,  

and more. He is excited about his next 
chapter - a full time stage and studio 
musician/music producer. 

1980s
JOSHUA FRANK '88 
is in his tenth year of 
his business, RSM 
Federal. He has two 
kids, Jordan (6) and 
Michael (3). Joshua 
was awarded the 
2016 Veteran 
Business Owner of 
the Year by the Small 
Business 

Administration (SBA) and the 2017 National 
Small Business Advocate of the Year by the 
Society of American Military Engineers 
supporting the A/E/C industry. 

1990s
MARK BADEN '96 was recently named 
the President of the Alumni Association at 
Missouri Baptist University. 

2000s
SARAH SCHWARZ 
WETZLER '02 and 
husband Justin live 
in Texas with sons 
Cameron (4) and 
Henry (1). Sarah has a 
career as a clinical 
dietician.  

In May, Los Angeles 
based artist, JULIA 
FERNANDEZ-POL '04, 
visited Oehme 
Graphics in 
Steamboat Springs, 
CO to work with 
Master Printer Susan 
Oehme for their third 
project together. 
Julia created and 

produced a number of diversely mesmerizing 
and energetic prints. For more information, 

check out the website: http://oehmegraphics.
com/artist/julia-fernandez-pol

CAROLYN CADY ‘07 
and MIKE SPENNER 
‘03 got married  
on June 30 in  
St. Louis. They 
currently live in 
Detroit, where  
Mike works for a 
large electronics 
company as IP 
counsel, and  

Carolyn teaches 6th grade English. 

MEREDITH BUSH 
SCHUH '04, husband 
Kevin and big sister 
Emerson (3), 
welcomed Dylan 
Grace on May 25, 
2018. Everyone is 
happy, healthy and 
enjoying being a 
family of four. 

Alumni Program Is Launched

W e are thrilled to announce the launch of our formal Alumni 
Program! Led by newly appointed Director of Alumni Relations, 

Megan Campos, Whitfield will begin a year of activities designed to bring 
alumni of all ages together, and back to campus! We kicked off with a 
Summer Happy Hour at Schneithorst’s Restaurant and Bar on June 26th 
(see page 35).

Special events have been coordinated for legacy students, alumni with 
young children, arts backers and everyone in between! See the full list of 
2018-2019 Alumni Events on page 36.

In addition to events, Megan is developing programs to connect our 
current students with alumni mentors, including opportunities to offer 
career insight and advice, or serve as a Senior Internship host. If you 
would like to share your expertise with our students, or any ideas for 
alumni programs, please contact Megan at 314.434.1262 or megan.
campos@whitfieldschool.org.

Megan joined the Whitfield family on April 1st, coming from Wells Fargo’s 
corporate office in St. Louis where she served as AVP, Meeting and Event 
Planner. She brings extensive project management, event coordination 
and relationship-management experience to the job. Megan doesn’t 
know a stranger, as she exudes enthusiasm and charm. We know you will 
enjoy meeting her and working with her to build a strong and sustainable 
alumni program!
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KATIE BAHN BODINE '04 and husband 
Zach welcomed a daughter, Taylor Vance, 
on May 15, 2018. The couple reside in south 
city St. Louis. 

The HOWARD sisters 
spent their first two 
weeks of June 
traveling through 
Italy with their 
parents.  DANIELLE 
'06 is starting a new 
career as an interior 
designer at 
NewSpace Business 
Interiors where she'll 

be providing design solutions for 
commercial, education and healthcare 
clients.  BRITNEY '10 is in her third year at 
Whitfield in our development department. 

KAYLA DUNLAP '06 has moved to  
South Carolina after living in D.C. for  
the past seven years.  

CALLIE ANDREWS 
'07 owner of  
c. andrews 
photography, 
specializes in 
natural portrait 
photography of 
newborns, families 
and couples. 

Check out her website:  
candrewsphotography.com

Congratulations, DR. 
GRACE PRYOR '07! 
She just graduated 
from The University 
of Miami Miller 
School of Medicine 
in Miami, FL as part 
of their 4 year 
combined MD/MPH 
program (both a 
medical degree AND 

a Masters of Public Health)! She'll be 
heading to UT Southwestern/ Children's 
Medical Center in Dallas, TX for her 
Pediatrics residency. 

KRISTIN 
THOMPSON '07 has 
much to be happy 
about this year. She 
was honored in July 
in the newest class of 
St. Louis Business 
Journal's 30 Under 
30 Awards for her 
work at Renaissance 
Financial. She also 

married Zach Poelker in February.  

ABBY LEFLER '10 & 
VAN EAVES '07 were 
engaged on May 26, 
2018 in DeBordieu, 
South Carolina. The 
wedding is set for 
May 11, 2019 in 
DeBordieu. Abby is 
currently working for 
the family business, 
HannahDirect, Inc., 

and here at Whitfield as the Assistant Varsity 
Field Hockey Coach. Van is working for East 
Side River Transportation in Swansea, Illinois 
where he is the Bulk Commodity Freight 
Trader. They currently reside in Richmond 
Heights, and plan to stay in the Saint Louis 
area after the wedding. 

ANDREW SCHARF 
'07 recently moved 
from Atlanta back to  
St. Louis with his 
fiancee Maggie. 
Andrew has joined 
the private equity 
firm WILsquare 
Capital. Welcome 
home and congratu-
lations, Andrew! 

An account executive 
for Capgemini, 
SAMANTHA 
WIELANSKY '08 
married Chris 
DoCouto on May 27, 
2017. Wishing you 
many years of 
happiness!

A big congratula-
tions to DR. ADAM 
THOMPSON-
HARVEY '08. He has 
earned his doctor of 
medicine from Saint 
Louis University 
School of Medicine. 
Next he's headed to 
the Medical College 
of Wisconsin 

Affiliated Hospitals for his residency 
training.

MARGARET 
ELLIS '09 and 
JASON OTT 
'09 were 
married on 
May 5th, 2018 
in Ladue, MO. 
The couple 

resides in Rock Hill with their two puppies, 
Archie & Modi. Jason works for Mission 
Matters Group, an IT consulting firm for non 
profit organizations. Margaret is a NICU 

nurse at St. Louis Children’s Hospital and will 
graduate next summer as a pediatric nurse 
practitioner. Congratulations! 

RACHEL GOLDMAN '09 is living in  
New York and works at Barden/Schnee 
Casting, a high level, bicoastal casting  
office as an Assistant Casting Director.   
The company casts television and film, most 
notably the Academy Award Winning movie, 
Spotlight, along with other well-known 
movies such as The Help, Winters Bone, The 
Girl on a Train and the Pitch Perfect series. 

2010s
LAUREN KURTEN '10 
is currently working 
to obtain a Masters 
in Clinical 
Psychology at 
Cardinal Stritch 
University. She is the 
graduate clinical 
intern at New 
Insights LLC, a 
private practice in 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where she 
specializes in treating mood disorders, 
personality disorders, and anxiety 
disorders. She particularly enjoys working 
with young adults (18-25 years old).  Lauren 
and her boyfriend, Erick, currently live in 
Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin.  

Best of luck to SARAH AHMED '10 who  
has recently started medical school at  
St. George's University in Grenada. 

Congrats, 
SAMMIE 
HELLAUER 
JONES '11  
as she has 
graduated 
from law 
school  

at Saint Louis University and took the  
bar in July. 

CIARA GUNTER '11 is an Architectural 
Designer for BRR Architecture in Phoenix. 
She graduated from University of Arizona 
with a Bachelor of Architecture and a Minor 
in Spanish in May 2017. 

InIn touch: 2017-2018
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1997 Class Reunion

T he class of 1997 celebrated their 20 year 
reunion Saturday, November 18, 2017 with 

a brunch with their families and friends.  Thank 
you to Drew Reeves and Jessica Molloy for your 
help organizing the event.

KATI GRIEGE '11 and 
ANNIE KNAPP '11 
are pictured here 
celebrating their 
25th birthdays, 
marking 12 years of 
celebrating their 
birthdays together 
since their eighth 
grade year at 
Whitfield. Annie is 

entering her fourth year of teaching ninth 
and tenth grade science at MICDS. 

CHRISTINA BUCK 
'11 graduated from 
Valparaiso University 
School of Law on 
May 19, 2018 with a 
Juris Doctor.  She is 
currently studying to 
take the Georgia bar 
exam in July 2018. 
She intends to 
practice law in 

Atlanta, Georgia.

ISABEL BRAADBAART '11 has spent the 
last three years in Scotland. She will soon 
move to the Netherlands to teach in an 
international school in the Hague. 

MADELINE FRANZ '11 is happily living in 
Tampa and working as a Senior Corporate 
Event Planner. 

HADIYAH EDWARDS '12 recently 
completed a highly competitive internship 
at the St. Louis Zoo Animal Hospital where 
she had the opportunity to work with all 
types of animals while expanding her 
knowledge of conservation veterinary 
medicine. She prepared and administered 
treatments for and to the animals, assisted 
veterinarians on their rounds, and 
contributed to an ongoing retrospective 
study involving Speke's Gazelles and 
vitaminosis-D. She is planning to attend 
veterinary school and pursue her goal of 
becoming a zoological veterinarian. 

Congratulations, 
DARCI ROBERTS '12 
as she has earned  
a Masters in Media 
and Strategic 
Communication from 
The George 
Washington 
University. Also, 
Darcy lives locally 
and has recently 

been promoted to Digital Director at  
Faith in Action.  

SAMMI UNANGST '12 started at the 
University of Missouri School of Medicine 
this August as a member of the class of 
2022. Best of luck, Sammi! 

PARIS SMITH '13 graduated from Savannah 
College of Art and Design in 2017 with 
a BFA in Animation.  She accepted a 3-D 
animator position with an international 
studio in Japan and plans to move to Tokyo.  

InIn touch

Rickey Goodwin, Greg Davis Will Walker, Preston Amos

Jessica Molloy, Christina 
Millard Neyra

Michael Miller & Marissa Cosentino 
Miller with their kids

Andy  & Katie Vander Velde with 
their kids

Brandi Reeves, Sheila McCarthy, 
Drew Reeves

Kerri Frates, Laura Pollnow, Jessica Molloy,  
Laura "Remy" Crane, Preston Amos

Nathan Neyra & Christina Millard Neyra, Chad Ellis 
& Alysa Ellis
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Congratulations, 
CHRIS WILKES '13! 
He graduated from 
North Carolina State 
University with a 
Bachelor's in 
Agricultural science 
with a minor in 
Agricultural 
business. 

NICOLETTE TABER '13 is a rising 2L at 
Loyola University Chicago School of Law 
and currently working as a Law Clerk at a 
Chicago medical malpractice defense firm, 
Barker & Castro. 

ALEXIS HUBBARD 
'14 graduated this 
past spring from the 
University of 
Arkansas-
Fayetteville. She 
completed her final 
semester abroad in 
Rome, Italy and had 
the opportunity to 
travel throughout 

Europe.  She will be attending the University 
of Arkansas-Fayetteville this fall to pursue a 
Masters in Communication with emphasis in 
Organizational Communication. 

Congratulations, 
MOLLY SMITH '14  
as she graduated 
from Southern 
Methodist University 
with a Bachelor of 
Arts in Journalism 
and a Bachelor of 
Arts in Fashion 
Media. 

RODNEY HAHN '14 
graduated from the 
United States Naval 
Academy. 
Congratulations  
and thank you for 
your service! 

Congratulations, 
EMILY MOSS '14 as 
she graduated with  
a Bachelor of Arts in 
psychology with 
honors and gender, 
women's, and 
sexuality studies with 
honors from Grinnell 
College. She plans to 
attend graduate 

school for occupational therapy. 

T he class of 2007 celebrated their 10 year 
reunion Friday, November 24, 2017 with a 

happy hour at HandleBar in the Grove.  Thank 
you to Kristin Thompson for all of her hard work 
pulling this event together.

Prevost Foushee, Michael Baker, 
John Lucas

Abigail Lowe, Emily Deffner Longfellow, 
Kate McLeod, Amrita Nanda,  
Kristin Thompson

TOP: Carolyn Cady 
Spenner, Kate 
McLeod, Amrita 
Nanda, Allison 
Moses, Meghan 
Schuster
MIDDLE: Katy 
Wadsworth Bryant, 
Callie Andrews, Sara 
Mendelow Wootten, 
Kristin Thompson, 
Jocelyn McLin
BOTTOM: Emily 
Deffner Longfellow, 
Emily Webb,  
Meryl Koch

'07 Class 
Reunion
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Kate McLeod and friend 
Carolyn Cady Spenner, Michael Spenner, 
Harold Barker, Laura Lotz

BACK: Sara Mendelow Wootten, Van Eaves, Amrita Nanda, Rachel Rubin Sloan,  
John Lucas, Meghan Schuster, Callie Andrews, Jessica Buhrman,  
Sam Bodner, Meryl Koch
FRONT: Kate McLeod, Katy Wadsworth Bryant, Kristin Thompson, Anna Cox,  
Allison Moses, Soumil Lele
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Congratulations, 
ANNIE REMACK '14! 
She graduated from 
DePauw University 
with a bachelor's of 
art with an education 
studies and 
communications 
double degree. She 
is currently attending 
the University of 

Denver early childhood special ed program 
to receive her masters. 

Congratulations, 
DIMITRI RUCKER '14 
as he earned his 
Bachelors of Science 
in Biology and 
received the Senior 
Leadership Award 
from Marymount 
University. 

Congrats, 
LUCY 
BHUYAN '14! 
She graduated 
magna cum 
laude from 
Kenyon 
College  
with a BA  

in Psychology and Gender Studies. 

Congratulations, 
ERIK DANIELS '14 
who received his 
degree from High 
Point University.  

Congratulations, 
SAMI FRIEDMAN '14 
as she graduates 
from Elon University 
and continues to 
pursue her masters. 
Following 
graduation, 
Samantha will be 
studying and 
conducting research 

in the United Kingdom, thanks to the 
Fulbright award! A recipient of the Lumen 
Prize, Friedman has worked with mentor 
Scott Morrison, assistant professor of 
education, to study the effects of outdoor 
learning environments on children with 
autism. Her long-term goals include 
eventually opening a behavioral therapy 
center that uses outdoor spaces for 
therapeutic purposes. 

Congratulations, 
LUCAS MARSCHKE 
'14! He graduated 
from Washington 
University as a Film  
& Media Studies 
Major and Political 
Science Minor. 

Congratulations, 
NANDING CEESAY '14 
as she earned her 
B.A. in sociology 
with a concentration 
in Law, Crime, and 
Deviance from Saint 
Louis University.  
She returned there 
this fall for her 
Masters in Health 
Administration. 

Congratulations, 
KATHRYN 
MCDONNELL '14 
who graduated from 
the University of 
Missouri, Columbia 
with two degrees,  
a Bachelor of Science 
in Business 
Administration  
and a Bachelor of 

Journalism degree as well as a French minor 
and a Multicultural Certificate. 

Congratulations, 
KATE KETCHER '14 
who graduated  
cum laude from  
the University of 
Missouri, Columbia 
and received a BA  
in Art History & 
Archaeology and a 
minor in History. Her 
journey continues as 

she moves to the United Kingdom where 
she'll study for an MA in Publishing at 
University College London. 

EMILY ESTHER ’14, a mechanical 
engineering major at the University of Tulsa, 
was part of a senior project to develop a 
"cloud surfer" balance board specifically 
designed for students at the Little Light 
House who have limited physical mobility. 
TU has partnered with the Little Light House 
for rehabilitation robotics projects like this 
one for the past decade. Emily plans to 
stay at TU to pursue her Master’s Degree in 
Mechanical Engineering. 

Congratulations, 
ISABELLA CHIODINI 
'14, who has 
graduated from the 
University of 
Mississippi with a 
bachelor of science 
in biology. 

Congratulations, 
JON ESROCK '14 as 
he graduated from 
Lake Forest College 
with a degree in 
finance.  

Congratulations, AIMEE HIBLER '14 who has 
graduated from Texas Christian University 
Cum Laude with a Bachelor of Science from 
the College of Fine Arts. 

Congratulations, GAVIN MCGRATH '14 as 
he has graduated from Webster University 
with a Bachelor of Art in psychology and a 
minor in speech and communication. 

Congratulations, 
KATIE HARRIS '14 
who has graduated 
from Vanderbilt 
University with a 
Bachelor of Science 
in Human and 
Organizational 
Development with a 
concentration in 
Education Policy. 

Congratulations, 
SHRARRE SMITH '14 
who graduated from 
the Alabama 
Agricultural & 
Mechanical 
University with a 
bachelor’s degree in 
Sports Management.

Congratulations, 
AMOREE HODGES 
'14 who graduated 
from Florida Institute 
of Technology with 
bachelor's degrees 
in astrophysics and 
mathematical 
sciences cum laude!  

InIn touch
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Fall Alumni Happy Hour

W hitfield alumni, age 21 and over, attended 
the Thanksgiving Weekend Alumni Happy 

Hour at Urban Chestnut Grove Brewery & Bierhall 
on Friday, November 24, 2017.  A special thanks to 
Jon Shine ’96, Urban Chestnut’s Head of Sales, for 
securing the event location again this year!

Congratulations  
to COURTNEY 
LANGHEIM '14  
who graduated  
from the University 
of Arizona with a 
degree in political 
science with an 
emphasis in 
international 
relations.  

MOLLY SMITH '14 is living in Dallas, Texas 
and working on the Influencer Development 
team at the rewardStyle headquarters.  

KENNEDI GINGER '18 has been selected 
as one of the five Bank of America Student 
Leaders, a program offering young people 
who are passionate about improving 
the community and opportunity to build 
leadership skills through a non profit 
internship. Kennedi will be interning with 
the YWCA and will head to Washington D.C. 
for a leadership summit.  

Congratulations to 
SEENA SCHMITT '15 
and CONNOR 
DAKICH '14 on their 
engagement! 
Whitfield School was 
the setting for their 
recent engagement 
photos. They will be 
married in St. Louis 
on April 6,2019. 
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Courtney Langheim ’14, Isabella Gross ’14, Katie Harris ’14, Lucas Marschke ’14, 
Jason Marschke ’09, Matthew Coatney '14, Trish Terrace ‘14

Hadiyah Edwards ’12, Meara Tao ’12,  
Alexis Hubbard '14, Shelby Cook ‘14

Amit Nanda ’11, Zach Ellis ‘12

Tory Key ’04, Hunt Lucas ’12, Whitney Key Towey ’02, Carter Desloge ’12, 
Hadley Key ‘09

Ali Hoeman ’10, Britney 
Howard ’10, Laura Eaves ‘10

Isabella Gross ’14, Courtney Langheim‘14,  
Shelby Cook ’14, Alexis Hubbard '14,



Alumni Summer Happy Hour

O n Tuesday, June 26, 2018, Whitfield hosted an alumni summer happy hour at Schneithorst’s Restaurant. 
This event kicked off the new alumni program for the 2018-2019 school year. Despite the rainy weather, 

many classes had representation for the evening event. It was a great night!

Abby Lefler ’10, Britney Howard ’10, Annie Knapp ‘11

Upper School Director Sara Ringe, Emily Moss ’14, 
Lucy Bhuyan ’14, Annie Remack ’14

Erik Daniels ’14, Courtney 
Langheim ‘14

Director of Alumni Relations Megan Campos, Alexandra  
Schnarre ‘15, Ellie White ‘15, Assistant Director of Development 
Amanda Wilkinson
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Jonathan Esrock ’14, Saad Raza ’14, Tim Londoff ’14,  
John Londoff ‘08

Van Eaves ’07, Abby Lefler ‘10

Director of Communications & 
Marketing Becky Marsh, Margot 
McMahon ‘00

Art faculty Cara Foster, Amy Wallis ’11, 
Director of Admission Emily Chrysler



Questions? Please contact Megan Campos, director of alumni relations:  
megan.campos@whitfieldschool.org   I   (314) 415-1262 

 @whitfieldschoolalumni      @whitfieldalumni 

We look forward to seeing you!

8/17 GREEN & WHITE LEGACY LUNCHEON Before we kick off the Green & White Games, we will host current 
students with alumni parents at a special luncheon. 

9/22- 
9/26

WHITFIELD OUT WEST College Counseling is going out west! A special event for local alumni will be  
held in CO, WY, MT, NV. 

10/5 HOMECOMING BONFIRE & LIP SYNCS Bring your Whitfield school spirit to this year’s Homecoming  
Bonfire & Lip Syncs. Join fellow alumni for refreshments, then enjoy the festivities in a special cheering 
section. Your vote counts for this year’s new Alumni Award at the Lip Syncs!

10/20 HALLOWEEN TRUNK OR TREAT Whitfield’s Community Service Club invites alumni and their children  
to a breakfast-time Trunk or Treat! Bring your new and gently-used costumes to benefit the Kingdom House 
costume drive.

11/23 ALUMNI HAPPY HOUR AT URBAN CHESTNUT (21 & OVER) All alumni are invited to join us for food 
and fun on Black Friday. 

12/8 HOLIDAY FAMILY EVENT To kick off the holiday season, we invite alumni and their children to join us for 
cookie decorating and other fun activities. We are partnering with Toys For Tots for this event and welcome  
your toy donation.

12/21 COLLEGE ALUMNI LUNCHEON All college-age alumni are invited to come back to Whitfield for lunch  
and a visit with friends and teachers.

1/25 ALUMNI WINTER ATHLETIC NIGHT Come cheer our boys basketball teams with fellow alumni!  
The 2009 boys basketball team will be recognized at this event.

4/13 MONTAGE AUCTION All alumni and parents of alumni are invited to attend Whitfield’s flagship  
fundraising event.

4/24 LEGACY VISIT DAY For alumni families with children in grades 4-6, please join us for a morning filled  
with fun activities. Lunch will be provided.

4/26 SPRING MUSICAL ALUMNI RECEPTION Whitfield alumni and a guest are invited to a special reception  
prior to the Friday evening performance of the high school musical. Beverages and appetizers will be served.

5/6 ALUMNI SPRING ATHLETIC NIGHT We invite all alumni to join us on campus to cheer on our spring  
athletic teams.

6/TBD ALUMNI SUMMER HAPPY HOUR (21 & OVER) Alumni are invited to join us for this annual event.

2018–2019 ALUMNI EVENTS
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SAVE THE DATE!

April 13, 2019

MONTAGE AUCTION

Come as you are...
 or as you were!




